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‘* Oh ‘ infirm of purpose! ..... re 

$F eels ’. [have given suck; and know 

“« How tender tis, to love the babe that milks me: 
“* | would, while it was smiling in my face, 

*< Have pluck’d my nipple from his boneless gums, 
‘* And dash'd the brains out, had I but so sworn 


** As you have done to this.” 
Lavy Macseru. 




















On the present state of the Paper-Thing, and particularly on they ~ 
Small-Paper Money Bill, now before the House of Commons, . 







this time, to 
these matters as 


Be id of whalis| ta 
on, in Parliament, relative 
it” It shall business, at 


TO - 
MR. JONES, OF BRISTOL. 





Kensington, 22d February, 1826. 


bear towards you for 


d that even you, ean, 
are,*at a distance | the 











and, I address myself to we 
a mark of that respect wi 


| bother- pee services, in which » 
rth, that the public;in| 1 only participate with. , 
well-informed and honest ar ee of 
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was hastened to destruction by your 


~Jaudable “exertions of last “sum- 


mer. And now, I think, is the 
time for giving to the public the 
history of that memorable and 
most important transaction. You, 
with tbat candour, which always 
marks the character of really 
public-spirited men, wished this 
to be done at the tine; but, I 
thought it best not todo it just 
then. Now, however, it may do 
good ; and, therefore, it shall be 
done. 


HISTORY OF MR. JONES'S PETI- 
TION. 

This petition has been :men- 
tioned, in both Houses of Partia- 
ment, as one of the causes which 
led to the discredit of the paper of 
the Rooks; and, it is, therefore, 
proper that the real history of it 
should be known. 

Bank of England notes ceased 
to be a /egal tender ever since the 
Ist of May 1823; but, the Rooks 


have always, in different parts of 
the country, and under favourable 
circumstances, continued to ten- 
der them, when called upon for 
The people had, for so 
many years, known them to be a 
legal tender, that they, in moit 
eases, still thought they were 
such ; and, well they might; for 
there had been no pwdlie: act 
giving them information ‘to the 
contrary. Some individuals knew 
that they were not a legal tender ; 
but, these were, in general, over- 
awed by the power and influence 
of the Rooks; so that, there was; 


gold. 


and there couid be, no cir 


‘the mother-ban 


To Ma. Joves. 


culation 


of gold, “except. in London: ‘The 
conte s°orae the Rooks’ 
notes full as well, 6r better, than 
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a bundle of mother-bank notes, 
the mere sight of -whick~ sent 
atcay in silence every applicant 
for gold! And this was called 
“paper on a—metallie’ basis!” 
This was called ‘‘ paper converti- 
“ble into gold!” All the news- 
papers of London, and almost all 
in the country, sided with the 
Rooks; so that the people in ge- 
neral were kept in profound igno- 
rance as to their right to demand 
goid. 

Thus it was that the country 
was crammed with the vile paper- 
money; but, at last, Mr. Jones, 
in order to bring this question be- 
fore the public, in some shape or 
other, went to a bank in Bristol, 
took a witness with him, tendered 
some of its notes for payment, was 
offered Bank of England notes in 
payment, refused to take any thing 
but gold, and was refused_ the 
gold. As soon as he had done 
this, he (who was before wholly 
unknown tome) wrote to me for 
my advice how to act. I imme- 
diately went, to Bristol, saw Mr. 
Jones, saw the notes, found that 
all ‘was correct. I advised him 
to petition Parliament, which was 
then just about to be prorogued. 
The petition .was. instantly drawn 


up; and, I shall not soon forget, 
thal Mr. “Jones, whew héerbse up 







after 'signing''the ’ petitio ’ 
“ Let Cuettie OLivir’ D- 
“avarps deal with thatf if they 
“can.” Tin ly set. off back 






















owards , with theopeti- 
tot tig notes, and with instfuc- 
Mr. Jones to an/atter- 


a 
. he 


‘got ‘to 
tired; I quitted the coach’ and 





So that} 
a Rook had enly to have at hand 






1, and the next morn- 


, being Sunday, took a post- 
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chaise, and. reached home about 
ten o’clock. 

On the Monday morning, I put 
the notes and instructions into the 
hands of. the Attorney, and the 
petition into the hands of ;Mr. 
Hume, who presented it to the 
House of Commons, on Wednes- 
day, the 22d of June. But, hav- 
ing beea closely pushed (which 


he ought not to haye been). to say, | 7 he 59d 
ay,t e wi. 


whether he knew all the facts 
stated in the petition to be true, 
he said, that fe could not know 
that; and he, therefore, withdrew 
the. petition, in order:to have time 


for inquiry into the facts. 1, being | 
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ed countrymen. The-moment he 
got my letter, off he came, and 
was in London on Sunday, the 
26th of June. On Monday morn- 
ing, the 27th, he went to Mr. 
Hume's house: but, before I pro- 
ceed further, I should state what 
had, before his departure from 
Bristol, taken place there, 

The petition was, as we have 





seen, first presented on Wednes- 
It was presented 
early in the evening, and the 
Bristol bankers got intelligence 
of iton Thursday about noon. In 
the afternoon of that day, an At- 





torney went to Mr. Jones, as a 


that-same night, apprized of this,| messenger from the bankers, and 


was, the next morning with Mr 
Hume, I took the notes to him, 
took him the instructions to the 
Attorney, and offered to bring him 
proof of the issuing of the writ 

ainstthe bankers. Thus armed, 

r. Hume went to the House on 
Thursday, the 23d of June, show- 
ed the notes, and was about to 
present the petition again; but, 
the Members for Bristol, Harr 
Davies and Brignrt, having press- 
ed him to put it off till the neat 
Monday, in order that they might 
obtain “‘ explanations from Bris- 
tol,” he consented so to do. 

1, who was apprized of this as 
soon as ithad taken place, thought 
that, if there were wanted ‘ex- 
planations. from. Bristol,” nobody 
was much more likely to give 
useful ones than Mr, Joxxrs, wrote 
to that gentleman on Friday, the 
24th of June, and suggested the 
wiility. of HIS BEING HERE 
on. £"s 


londay, the 27th of June; 
anid, it will, _ Seen, that. it was 
his. e_ in, acting. upon 
tis adi success 





| pulling them ont, tendered him 


sovereigns for the notes. He 
could not receive them,’ for the 
notes were in London ; and, there- 
fore, the Attorney took them back 
to his employers. 

To return, now, to Mr. Huse, 
Mr. Jones found, that he was ont 
of town, and would not come to 
his own house before he went to 
the House of Commons. This 
was sharp work ; for, it-was abso- 
lutely necessary, that Mr. Jones 
should see Mr. Hume, before this 
expected “ erplanations ” took 
place, through the channel of the 
members for Bristol. It was alsa 
necessary to be quite prepared for 
all. emergencies in so. critical a 
moment. Another petition might 
be wanted on the spot; a sort of 
drum-head petition. 

Therefore, my eldest son. went 
with Mr. Jones into the Lobby of 
the House of Commons, while a 
friend, inthe gallery, reconnoitred 
from that. commanding emi 
and while my youngest son and a 
companion of about his own age 
and size, were ap d to.act as. 





inal end a 


scouts, to bring, tom the Lobby, 
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intelligence TO ME, who, as 
general in chief, was stationed in 
a private room, ina coffee-house, 
in Palace-yard, with pen, ink and 
paper, ready to act as circum- 
stances might require. 

My son, having sent into the 
House for Mr. Hume, the latter 
came out, and, knowing my son, 
told him (before the latter had 
spoken), that Mr. Harr Davies 
had assured him, that sovereigns 
had actually heen tendered to Mr. 
Jones, who had refused to receive 
them! Waving said this, Mr. 
Hume went into the House, and 
brought out Mr. Harr Davies, 
who repeated the assurance.— 
Whereupon my son said: ‘“ I 
«« know nothing of the matter my- 
« self, Sir; but, HERE IS MR. 
‘« JONES!”—The devil he was! 
Now, then, came out the real “ ex- 

lanation.” At last, Mr. Huse 
said, “ WHEN, Sir, was it that 
«* the sovereigns were tendered to 
“yout” “On THURSDAY 
AFTERNOON, Sir,” answered 
Mr. Jones, “ after the intelligence 
‘«« arrived of your having done me 
‘‘the honour to present my pe- 
“tition.” “ Then, Sir,” said Mr. 
Home, “1 will present your pe- 
“tition immediately; and, if you 
‘* please, you may come and see 
“me do it.” So saying, he went 
into the House, and took Mr. 
Jones, and seated him under the 
gallery, where he heard all that 
took place on this memorable oc- 

asion. 

The immediate, even the im- 
mediate, effects of this spirited and 

rompt conduct on the part of Mr. 
, Se were very great, and the 
more distant effects have been, and 
will be, prodigious. This petition 
enlightened the whole country ; 
and, in less then a month after it 
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was presented, I had proof that 
the farmers were getting gold from 
the Rooks; slowly and cautiously ; 
but, that they were getting it. My 
proof was confined to one circle ; 
but, | well knew, that what was 
dcing there was doing every 
where; and the consequences I 
| was as sure of as I was of the com- 
| ing of Christmas. We have seen 
‘some of those consequences al- 
ready ; but, itis only a smail part 
| that we have yet seen. 





| Now, Mr. Jones, though, I dare 
say, you read a great deal about 
this matter, you can have no idea 
of the confusion that really does 
exist. First, let me give you some 
extracts from newspapers showing 
the miserable state into which this 
abominable system has plunged 
the working people. In your ad- 
dress to the Bishop of Bristol, 
which I have read with very great 
pleasure, you point out to him the 
sin of paper-money ; its greatest 
sin, that of robbing and starving 
the Poor; that of making those 
live on grains and almost on dirt, 
whose forefathers lived on meat, 
bread and beer. Read the fol- 
lowing extracts: they are not of 
my writing. The facts are not of 
my invention: the dismal, the dis- 
graceful scenes exist in England, 
and they are described’ by’ those 
who call themselves loyal by way 
of excellence. How it will end — 
at last no man can say; but you 
will lave the satisfaction of re- 


flecting, that you have done your 
best to prevent these calamities 
For, you will please to obi 
that the whole of this ‘ds 


mischief has been 
the means of the Bank'of 
notes. In the year 1822, 
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we ought to have remained at low | 
prices, and some settlement of the 
affairs of the nation might have 
quietly taken place. And then this 
elastic country would have svon 
recovered itself. But, that perni- 
cious small note Bill which was 
passed in the year 1822, against 
which I protested at the time, and 
for the passing of which Ministers 
all now assume sack-cloth and. 
ashes; that pernicious Bill re- 
opened the flood-gates of eee: 
money ; authorized all the Banks | 
to make sma!l notes again; and | 
induced the country rovks to make | 
an illusory tender of Bank of| 
England notes, whenever they | 
net with a person who had sense | 
enough to demand gold. Hence 
the bales of paper which produced 
all those gamblings, all those bub- 
bles which are now bursted, and 
the bursting of which, has pro- 
dueed all this ruin, -all this de-' 
spair and starvation, a small part | 
of which, a mere specimen of | 
which, you will fiad exhibited in| 
the following extracts :— 








Leeds Intelligencer, 9 Feb, 


We regret to state that the Sad- | 
dleworth Bank, of Messrs. Harrop, 
Lees.and Co. suspended payment 
about twelve o'clock on Monday last, 
and circulated notices to that effect 
in Saddleworth and also in Oldham, 
where they had an office. The con- 
sternation produced by this event in 
the latter place is described as ex- 
treme, and a run immediately com- 
inenced, on the other Saddleworth 
Bank, of Messrs. Buckley, Roberts 
and Co. which continued during 
Tuesday. -We rejoice to say, how- 
; every demand was met 
jor he h ae has subsided: 
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ments, but are absolutely rich in re- 
sources, though not immediately 
available. The amount of their 
notes in circulation is said to be 
comparatively small, and that it is 
probable the chief distress arising 
from their failure will be amongst 


tlhe persons to whom they have been » 


in the habit of granting, on security 
of their factories, &c. an extensive 
accommodation, which must now be 
withdrawn. ‘Many spinners and 
manufacturers, who had been accus- 
tomed to pay the wages of their 
hands in the notes of this bank, will, 
of course, be at some temporary in- 
convenience. Our correspondent at 
Hludderstield, mentions the stoppage 
as * another hard blow upon the 
trade of that town.” But we are: 
happy to say, he adds, that the two 
other Iluddersfield Banks of Messrs. 
Rawson and Co. and Messrs. Wilson 
and Co. go on well, and enjoy the 
perfect conlidence of the public. 

Messrs. Rawsons and Co., of Ha- 
lifax, in consequence, we eegen 
of the measures announced hy Mi- 
nisters, have determined on imme- 
diately withdrawing all their small 
notes from circulation, and supply- 
ing their place with gold and silver. 
In the meantime, the accommoda- 
tion to their customers will of neces- 
sity be sumewhat narrowed, and a 
little inconvenience perhaps result 
to the inhabitants generally, 

On Saturday, a very strong sen} 
sation was excited in Mauchester, by 
the fullowing notice from one of the 
Banks in that tawn :— 

‘* Thomas Crewdson and Co. re- 
spectfully acquaint their friends, 
that in consequence of the present 
unexainpled pressure upon the mo- 
nes-market, and other unforeseen 
circumstances, they have come to 
the painful conclusion that it is best 
to wind up the concerns of their 
bank: in order to which they must 


ask from their friends the indulgence 


of a little time. It is, however, a 

eat satisfaction to them to state, 
that they have not the least doubt of 
being able to discharge every claim 
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upon them, and have an ample sur-{ work, or at best only partially em- 
A statement of the affairs of} ployed; and that at a rate of wages 
the bank is preparing, in order to be| quite insufficient for their, mainte- 
Jaid before the creditors as soon as| nance. : 
sible. — Manchester, 4th of 2¢} In Blackburn, the distress is to 
Month, 1826.” \an extent and of a severity much 
The house in question had only | excostling what has yet been felt 
existed as a banking establishment! here, 
about twelve months, and it is ~~ In Burnley, Colne, and through- 
sidered that their suspension of pay-| out the districts which are the chief 
ment has arisen chiefly from their | seat of the calico manufacturing 
having been too liberal in their dis-! branch, the state of things is if possi- 
counts, and not possessing sufhcient | ble still worse. We hear from the 
nerve to contend with so harassing | manufacturers who reside there, that 
a crisis as the present. We believe,|the wan appearance and dispirited 
however, that amongst the best in-| condition of their unfortunate work- 
formed persons, no doubt exists of | ing people, are almost heart-break- 
their ulumate solvency, or of* the|ing, and that many, many families, 
settlement of their affairs at no very | are on the very brink of starvation. 
distant period. Draffalone, or mixed with oatmeal, has 
Halifux, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1826.| very generally been eaten; and it is 
—** Alithe pensioners in this neivh- stated to us, that there are instances 
bourhood, were on Saturday, paid|in which even hovseflesh has been 
their quarterly allowance in notes of| tuken as food! We are well assured 
Messrs. Harrop and Co.'s Saddle. | that the present average earnings of 
worth Bank, and were put to great each loom in the neighbourhood of 
inconvenience by endeavouring to| Burnley, will not exceed three shil- 
make them available. After the|lings and sixpence per‘week, The 
stoppace, however, on Monday, on| most industrious man, if fully em- 
presenting them to the proper offi- ployed as a weaver, could not possi- 
eers, gold was given in return.| bly earn more than seven shillings ; 
Much inconvenience and dissatis-|and there are manufacturers, who, 
faction are also prevalent here|for the purpose of ensuring some 
among the labouring classes from| work to the whole of their people, 
another source; although, perhaps, | restrict them to the weaving of two 
the commotion which has been so| pieces of calico per week—for which 
generally felt, has produced com-| they pay two shillings and sixpence and 
paratively a trifling effect in this town | RO more. 
and its immediate vicinity. Several 
manufacturers, by -way of lessening 
the amount of expense to which they 
have been subjected, by getting bills 
discounted in currency, have levied 
at upon their labourers ; so that after 
a man has been hard toiling all the 








Macclesfield, Feb, 10. — Affairs 
hereare daily growing worse, with- 
out the most remote appearance of 
improvement; and, to add to the 
distress into which we are plunged, 
the measures proposed by Ministers, 
vilir relative to the withdrawing of J. 
week for the means of his subsist-|and @/. notes, are likely to have an 


ence, on presenting his demand, a | effect never contemplated by Govern- 


deduction after the rate of 34d. in the | ment. Some of the financial wise- 
‘rans from the amount due to him, | acres who too often infest mapufac- 
is made. 


—— districts, have put it abroad 
Morning Herald, 20th Feb. bed in, aad that those whe hela them 

Manchester, Feb. 10.—There is no | will be responsible forthe loss. The 
other prospect than that a large pro- | consequenee is, that for the last day 
portion of the weavers will be out of e two there-has been another “run” 
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and the sale, which had been com- nothing upon a yin banking 
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on both of our highly respectable, and 
I may add, stable banking eatablish- | 
ments, which, as might be expected, 
has proved excessively annoying and 
inconvenient. What may result from 
such movements it may not, perhaps, | 
be difficult to. discover. The insup-| 





portable trouble and expense. which | country. 


they entail on the banks will render | 
the principals quite indifferent to the 
progress of business—where such 
a ridiculous and groundless want of 
confidence is manifesied, it will most 
likely be met by the banks refusing 
to accommodate with discounts, and 
ihen, how the portion of wages we 
still have to pay is to be raised, 
Heaven only knows. 

A Meeting of the principal trades- 
men and manufacturers has taken 
place, in the Town Hall, where the 
subject underwent that discussion 
which its paramount importance de- 
manded, and a declaration, expres- 
sive of the most unqualified. con- 
fidence in the banks, was imme- 
diately agreed to. 

It is computed that there are now 
about 14,000 hands out of. employ 
here, from 5,000 to 6,000 of which 
are females.—-Every day adds more 


‘to the appalling list; and although 


potutoes, bread, and soup are delivered 
to the most distressed families, the 
fund will soon become inadequate. to 
the demands made upon it. Discon- 
tent, as had been anticipated, at last 
begins to manifest itself—and ma- 
ledictions against Ministers, hitherto 
** not loud, bat deep,” but now open 
and undisguised, are becoming very 
general. ‘hat customary forerunner 
of more extended mischief, placard- 
ing, already defaces the walls, and 
inscriptions of, “ Down with Hus- 
kisson,” and ‘** No trade, no King,”’ 
and ‘* Bread or blood,” and “ Let us 
think of our starving families,” have 
been‘pretty generally pasted up and 
written, ‘Nearly 1,400 hands were 
bereaved of employ, the other day, 
by the ‘stopping of Mr?*Baker’s 
silk mill, and sixice then a commis- 
sion has been opened against him, 


7 
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menced by. the. Sheriff under a writ 
of fieri_facias, is stopped. Numerous 

asses for Liverpool are daily signed 

y the Magistrates, for poor Itish- 
men and their families, who, having 
ne employment here, prefer return- 
ing home to starve m their own 


Sach is a specimen of the ef- 
fects of that pernicious paper- 
money, to which you have endea- 
youred. to putanend. That the 
country should be reduced to such 
a state is enough to fill one with 
indignation; and what must .be 
our feelings, then, when we per- 
ceive. that, even now, there is :no 
plan proposed, which can, te the 
mind of a rational man, afford the 
smallest chance of effectual and 
permanent relief, The papers of 
to-day announce to us, that ano- 
ther London . banker has stopped, 
having eighteen country banks 
closely connected with him.. Here 
is another mass of ruin; and no- 
thing is done, and, as far as I can 
see, nothing. eontemplated; to se- 
cure justice to the unfortunate 
creatures who are to suffer by 
these repeated crashes. I have 
never imputed, and I do not néw 
impute, evil design to the Minis- 
ters or the Parliament, in the mea- 
sures which have produced. these 
calamities ; but so that we suffer, 
what to us-is the question of de- 
sign ? 

The measures now pending in 
Parliament will be efficient: that 
is to say, they will have great 
effect, or they will not. First, 
however, let me describe, as far as 
| am at present able, what. these 
measures are. -Finst, it is in- 
tended that there shall'be branches 
-of the Bank of England, and banks 
upon the Scotch . “Itsignifies 
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is carried om. The question is 
solely a question of prices: isa 
question of gold circulation, of 
not cold crreulation. lf there be 
gold circulation; if there be no 
note under fire pounds, which is a 
gold circulation, then prices will 
be low, wheat will, on an average 
of years, be under four shillnzs 
the Winchester bushel: and. at 
the end of about three vears, more 
than hal! the arable land will not 
pay a farthing of rent. If there 
be a Gold circulation, it 8 a matter 
of perfect indifference of what 
description the banks he, or what 
may be their attempts to put out 
per. Therefore, as to the new 
king projects, they are wholly 
beneath our notice. 

My sentiments « this sub- 
ject, 1 have thonght proper to lay 
before the House of Commons 
im the form of a petition. That 
petition, tegether with the s 
of the Nobile Lord who did me the 
bonowr to present it, and that of 
the Hon. Member who did me the 
bonour to speak in support of it. 


Lord Folkstone said be had a pe. 
tition to present to which he wished 
to cali the attention of the House 
It was signed by only one person, 
but that person had so distinguished 
himself upon the subjects to which 
iz related, that he deserved particu- 
lar attention. It was signed by 
William Cobbett, and related to a 
Bill now i progress through the 
House, to limit, and, after a certain 


_pertod, prohilut the circulation of 


Mssory notes. Itstated that the 
tiuener had witnessed ,in the course 
of the last stxteen years, a variety of 
ehanges with respect to the currency, 
all of wich hac béen productive of 
the greatest calamities to the people ; 
that while the measures were in pro- 
gress he had uniformly predicted the 
consequences likely to ensue, and 
those predictions had turned out true; 
that he predicted the same conse- 


quences im respect of the measur- 
now before the House, unless tt was 
accompamed by other measures; and 
he concluded with a prayer, that the 
House would repeal so much of the 
taxes as would reduce the taxation 
of the country to the state m which 
it was before the small paper money 
supplanted the com of His Majesty. 
The Noble Lord observed that having 
himseif a high opaion of the talents 
of this Gentleman, and agreeimg with 
him in the opmoms on thts subject, 
he had great pleasure im presenting 
the petition, more e=pecialfy, because 
he found it comeiced with what he 
‘Lord F.) had stated to the Lieuse on 
afurmer mght. It ded not petition 
the House not to pass the Bill—and 
he (Lord F.) had himself voted m 
support of the Bil—bet m warned 


| the House against the proceedimg, 


without adopting other measures, 
im the belief that, if this measure 
was pa-sed unaccompanied by other 
| Measures (which, however, were not 
in contemplation) the test cala- 
imuties were likely to fall upum the 


| country. He moved that the petition 


| be brought up. 


| Col. Johnstone seconded the motion. 


| He stated that be observed with re- 


| gret that Wmisters had relinquished 


}the principles upon which they had 
set out; and he wished they would 


lrevert to their origimal intentions. 


| He was sure that the whole of this 
‘petition, when considered im con- 
nexion with the prognostications, 
which the author had so frequently 
put forth. and which had been so 
thoroughly realized, would meet 
with every cunsideration from the 
House. -” 
The petition was brought up, 
read ties — wits 


To the Honourable the Commons of the 
_ United Kingtlom of Great Britain 
' and Ireland, in Parliament assem- 

bled. 

THE PETITION OF WILLIAM COBEETT, 

OF KENSINGTON, iN THE COUNTY 
| @F MIDDLESEX, 
Most humbly shows, 

1. That your petitioner, perceiving 
that there is a Bill before your Honour- 
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able House, ‘to limit, and afteracer-| Here the House and the na- 
tain period, to prokibit the circelation sion have my opinion upon this 
‘ Promissory Notes, ander a iimited fe 7 . 
sum imEariand,” most respectfully begs suQject recorued im tie J ourna's 
eave topray sour Honourable Huase of the H. use rtself, anc $0 dis 
to refiect on the evils that may proceed timctly and positively expressed, 
from such Bil il. if f wmacce mpanied be 2s to leave room tor no cavil or 
ther measures, whach other meaceres } 
“ . = erTme 

lo net appear to be ia the contempla- shuffie. fv t Fr prec ircoBs 
toa of wour Honograbice House. were recorded only im my own 

2 That the last sixteen vears have works. Here is a reco rd that 
witmessed four sudden chauges in the | €VETY budy mav refer to, and that 
value of moucy; thet every change) will, at all umes, bear testimony 
ex — atteperd wits creat masses | acainst me if | am in error. 
of ruin ; that, ateve-y change, the work- | _ ee nena to dhe 
ice Classes have been sunk deeperand; ~- ow, WHO resa 2 ite mea 
leeper im poverty and is want, till, at | Sure, intended to do away with the 
last, they present a spectacle of human | sma!) pa er-money, see how in- 


tbe world never before beheld - thar a!! 
: : , | eis Pp rpose . vy saw the dan- 
this ruim and miserw have been caused their pu se "The; the d . 


oy Acts passed by your Hvowonrabie ser oO: this money, or rather this 
House; and that previous to the pass-/| base thing bearing the name of 
gos every ene | -_— Acts,,0r) money. They saw this danger 
humble petitioner has distroctly and | L 
publiciv ‘pred uted the fatal conse- | with affright, and they are |; nd- 
quences of the said Acts respectively, Lably resolved to get rid of it. 
each and every of which bas fulfilled Bat thev had hardly formed the 
$ predictio@s to the very letter. | resolution, when they found them- 
% That in the above-mentioned Bill, rape compelled to depart from 
; pot pears 5 oe emcees ‘decks | and that, too, by those rery 
our burmble ton & 2 ues! 
to cause guild and silver to be the cir |Tooks whose rags brought such 
culating money of England; that be| ruin upon the country. ‘The Mi- 
knows, as well as he kuows fire burns, | nisters pre posed, at Grst, to putan 
toat af gold abd silver be the circu- | end to the villanous tras in six 


iating mosey of Encian/, that more : , 
than half the present “nominal amoust | months: they then came to a 


f the taxes cannot be levied, without | }©4! - then to three years: and 
producing ruin aud wretcheduess ab-; now they propose to give to the 


solutely imsupportable; aud that, | Bank of England the power of 


therefore, while be expresses his pro- 
foun qectinalle' td” yone Mansuiaile making small notes fur many 
House, for your laudable design to re- months to come. Behold, then, 


store to the people the ee, given | how they stand before the country - 
by His Majesty's coin, he most humbly 1. They say that a real circn- 





but most earnestly prays your Howour- 

able House to reduce the taxes to an lation of com is absolutel 
amount not exceeding that which was necessary to the safety of 
their amount before the small paper- the people and of the Siate. 


money supplanted the coin of His Ma- | 2. They say, that to have a cir- 
jesty.—And your Petitiover will ever) culation of coin along with 


most humbly pray. 
WILLIAM COBBETT. ae is absolutely 
Feb. 20, 1856. | 3. They propose to suffer all 
It was then laid on the table, | the present small notes to 


circulate for three years 
longer. 


andon the motion of Locd Folkestone, | 
ordered to be printed. ; 
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531 To Mr. Jones. 


4. And they now propose to suf- | 
fer the Bank of England to 
make new small notes, to 
fill up the vacuum, as they 
call it, for many months to 
come. 

There they stand. Thus do 
they exhibit themselves to this 
distracted courtry. Can we, with- 
out some satisfaction, behold thus 
situated, those men who called 
the reformers “a low, degraded 
crew,” who made a jest of the 
agonies of Ocpex, who passed 
the power-ol-imprisonment Bill of 
1817, and who proposed it to be 
enacted (and it was enacted) that 
any of us who uitered any thing 
having a tendency to bring them 
into contempt should be banished 
fromm our country for life? May 
we not, without subjecting our- 
selves to a charge even of want 
of feeling, bid them now resort to 
the’ aid of addresses from the 
Merchants and Bankers of Lon- 
don? Bid them now resort to the 
support of the Cotton Lords, of 
the yéomanry cavalry of Man- 
chester, of Bolton Fletcher, of 
Parson Hay, and, though ast, 
not least, of the Hampshire par- 


sons. May not I, at any rate, | 


bid them ory for help to those 
Lancashire magistrates, who im- 
prisoned John Hayes for going 
round the town of Bolton to an- 
nounce that William Cobbett had 
arrived, in good health, from 
Americat May not I be per- 
mitted to bid them call for help 
on Lord Aylesford, and those who 
joined him in a threatening letter 
to alandlord to induce him to turn 
me out of his house ? 

ifthe Bank of England be per- 
mitted to make small ‘notes, only 
until October next, there will be 
® great store always ‘om hand. 
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They will not fill up the vacuum, 
as it is called; but, unless a 
penalty be inflicted on the rooks 
for attempting to foist them on the 
people in exchange for their own 
notes. Unless a penalty be in- 
flicted on them in case they re- 
fuse gold payments, and tender 
this Bank paper in lieu of gold, 
unless this be done, the whole 
thing, the whole of the attempt to 
cause a gold circulation to take 
place, will become nugatory. 
Who is to go to Jaw with a coun- 
try rook? Who is to encounter 
the expenses of a law-suit,. when 
refused payment in gold? Your 
ease is the case that will happen 
to half the community. The pa- 
per will continue to circulate for 
another year or sv, the people 
will contmue to be ruined, and 
the Quakers will. continue to 
flourish. What may happen dur- 
ing that time, no man can say, 
but, at any rate, there will be 
none of that circulation which the 
Ministers have declared to be so 
necessary to the people and the 
state, and the whole of this grand 
measure will melt into air. 

A small bundle of Bank of 
England notes will be quite suffi- 
cient for any one rook. The de- 
mand for gold frem the country 
rooks, has every where been stop- 
ped.’ The instant they produced 
their Jegal tender, as they have 
the audacity to call it; for, little 
as the people like the money of 
the rag-rooks, they like it better 
than small Bank of England pa- 
per, which they have never liked, 
which they know to be liable to 
agers. and which they never 
will take if they can get any 
thing else. ‘The runs upon scores: 
of the country banks, ‘were’ stop~ 
ped in a moment by theitender of 
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Bank of England notes, and ‘this 
tender is made with a degree of 
effrontery such as nobody but 
Quakers are capable of. ‘ We 
‘are sorry, friend, that thou dost 
‘* not like this-paper, but we have 
‘* nothing else for thee.” This has 
been their conduct all over the 
country, and the present intended 


measure is, therefore, a mere. 


mockery on the country, unless 
there be a heavy penalty for re- 
fusing to pay in gold, under pre- 


tence of a tender in Bank of 


England notes. At the very mo- 
ment that this Bill is in Commit- 
tee before the House of Com- 
mons, this sort of refusal is going 
on ali over the country: and. this 
is as notorious, too, as the sun at 
noon-day. 

It has been stated in the re- 
ports of some of the newspapers, 
that, when Mr. Hume, on Monday 
night last, proposed, not a. pe- 
nalty, but a. summary process, 
agreeably to the old law ; that is 
to say, if a country banker refused 
seg in gold and tendered 

nk of England notes, he should 
be liable to hoes his goods seized 
in payment, at the end of three 
days ; when Mr.Hume most lauda- 
bly proposed this, it is reported, 
that Mr. Gurney said, that no- 
body would then be-a country 
banker. Indeed! Does not this 
speak plain? Does not this show 
you what the rooks rely on? Why 
should they object to summary 
process, if “the they sincerely meant 
to pay in gold we to the 
law? Let them pay in gold, ac- 
cording to the law, and t ere will 
be-no process at all. If they wish} 
to be ar a provision of this sort 


inrdgced int a we de it 
am 
they: eanabrunaunsidebebwene 


‘tice of refusing gold, under “ 
tence of a legal tender of “Bank of 
England notes; and, if they be 
permitted to fulfil this intewion, 
all the endeavours of the Ministers 
to obtain a circulating coin will 
be blasted, and we shall never 
see real money circulate again 
‘until the whole system has been 
blown to pieces by some terrible 
convulsion. 

These rag-rooks, in the fulness 
of their insolence, are pleased to 
consider their rags as being evi- 
‘dence merely of a debt, merely of 
‘an ordinary debt due from man 
ito man. They forget that their 
rags are payable to bearer on de- 
mand ; they choose to forget that 
it is money, circulating money 
which they issue, and by which 
they gain great profit, without 
value given in return. They 
choose to forget, that they are in- 
vested with the King’s prerogative 
of making money; and that, in 
every view that can be taken in 
the matter, he who refuses to pay 
his bank note in gold, bears no 
resemblance to a common debtor. 
Actions of debt are brought, be- 
cause the party owing the debt 
may possibly not owe it; the ac- 
tion is institated to try the fact, 
whether the debt be due or not. 
But, here is no such doubt; here 
is no uncertainty ; here the party 
cannot deny that he owes the sum. 
The note itselfis the evidence of 
the debt, and evidence also that 





What! are these men to be in- 
vested with one of the greatest 
prerogatives of the King; are 
}they to make money.to be cireu- 
lated amongst the King es 

are they to have the profits: of 

that} coinage; are. they to have ‘a 
these advantages ; are they to en- 





it is due to the bearer of the note..- 
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oy them: under a license; and, 


jare they to tell the party that 


holds the money, to go to the 
Courts of law, as the only means 
of obtaining its worth from them! 
Was there ever any thing heard 
of before so monstrous as this in- 
solence ! 

Yet, if I were called upon to 
say what I think will be the result, 
{ should have no hesitation in say- 
ing that | thought it would be a 
triumph on the part of the rooks, 
In my second lecture to the Me- 
chanics, 1 described. the power 
that these men would have, if they 
chose, of dictating to the govern- 
ment. The government appears 
to have felt their power already. 
The rooks have threatened them 
with putting a stop to the circula- 
tion of their paper. This has 
been «announced from several 
quarters, and f have no doubt that 
the Ministers are greatly alarmed 
at their proceedings. They have 
the power of doing a great deal of 
present mischief; but, the wise 
course would be for the Govern- 
ment to face them at once; to 
cause the nature of their hostile 
proceedings to be clearly under- 
stood by the people, to appeal to 
the good sense and public spirit 
of the people upon the subject, 
to give magistrates and parish 
officers full power to make effec- 
tual provision for the poor, and 
for all persons in a state of dis- 
tress, to make every particle of 
property of the rooks liable for 
the whole of the notes that they 
have out, and that, too, by some 
very summary process, to seize, 
in short, upon this many-headed 
monster, with a resoluie hand, and 
extinguish it for ever. If the Mi- 
nisters were to adopt this course, 
they would have ninety-nine hun- 
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dredths of the people with them ; 
but, as long as they continue ba- 
lancing and hesitating; as long 
as they continue to make it doubt- 
ful who are to be the money- 
makers in future, so long will 
they be thwarted and embarrassed 
by the rooks, who will, in the 
long-run become completely their 
masters. If this be the case, there 
is aterrible Revolution in store for 
us, but, at any rate, you will have 
the satisfaction of reflecting that 
you have done much more than 
your fair proportion of the work 
of endeavouring to prevent such 
result. 

1 do not like to conclude, with- 
out begging you to notice the very 
great part that the Quakers have 
performed in the producing of 
these calamities. 1 believe that 
one-half, full one half, of the 
breakings have taken place 
amongst this meek-looking, and 
most coolly insolent tribe: none 
of whom ever work at any thing, 
except at the changing and chop- 
ping of money or of goods. They 
produce nothing from their labour, 
and they very rarely follow any of 
those pursuits by which commo- 
dities are augmented in their value 
by the labour bestowed upon them. 
They step in between the grower, 
or the maker, and the consumer; 
and they get their money by just 
handing the goods from one to the 
other. They are mere traffickers, 
and the whole tribe is of this de- 
scription. .No wonder that there 
are so many of them paper-money 
makers. [ was wrong in saying that 
they never made any thing, forthey 
make money in abundance. 
however, is a sort of manufacture 
ees aac plvg sxetgtion from 
the general rule, It is surprising 
with what coolness they announce 
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their stoppage. They never cut 
their throats, not they. They take 
all “in the quiet,” and, while the 
people are starving around them, 
they are as sleek and as fat as 
moles. The Jews are really an 
amiable crew, compared to them : 
they do not exceed them in greedi- 
ness, and they are not half a match 
for them in insolence. Down they 
come, however, with the paper 
system, and I do hope to see the 
sleek vagabonds compelled to do 
work for their bread. There is a 
terrible smash amongst them at 
New York; that smash is now re- 
coiling upon Liverpool ; and there 
is one tellow at Liverpool, of 
whom, | am given to understand, 
we are likely soon to hear a pretty 

ood account. This is gun-boat 
No. 1. of the tribe. If he goes 
down, a whole fleet of small craft 
will follow him. : 

I am, Sir, 
Your most.obedient 
Humble Servant, 


Wn. COBBETT. ; 


P.§. You have heard of Smith, 


one Bott Smith, of Liverpool, who, 


is, 1 understand, actually: going 
mad. He rails, I am told, through 
two whole columns, once a week, 
and is laughed at for his pains by 
the few. persons in that town, who 
are not justly smarting under the 
Scourge of paper-money. 


. 
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Meeting at the Freemason’s Ta- 
vern, people were a good deal 
puzzled to know what he would 
beat. Some thought that he was 
only anxious that my purity should 
be preserved; but, when he said 
that he was ready with his “‘ mite”; 
‘with your spite; you mean,” said 
a gentleman in the crowd, and he 
said it quite loud enough for the 
“* Unny Man” to hear him. The 
following report of a trial, which 
took place on Monday last, may 
serve to explain all this. I insert 
the Report, word for word, as I 
find it in the Morning Herald ; 
and when I have inserted it, I 
shall add a few short remarks. 





COURT OF KING'S BENCH, 
Monday, Feb. 20, 1826, 
* HUNT Uv. COBBETT. 

This cause, which appeared to-ex- 
cite considerable interest, came on 
to be tried by the Lonp Caer Jus- 
tick, and a Special Jury. 


The pleadings were opened by Mr. 
Hitt, who defined the action as one 
brought by the plaintiff to recover 
damages for the publication of a libel 
founded upon the testimony given by 
the plaintiff in the cause of Byrne 
v. Parkins, 


The Arrorney-Generat stated 


,| the case. The parties in the cause, 


Mr, Hunt, the plaintiff, as well as 
| the defendant, Mr., Cobbett, must 
necessarily he too well known—the 
| names of both had been too long be- 
| fore the. public to require from him 








any particular description, The pre- 
sent action had brought by Mr. 
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tiff, he would have said, if the libel/in that course of proceeding ; and 
of which he complained embodied a| therefore Mr. Hunt had been advised, 
mere general attack—if it contained | and properly advised, to bring’ the 
nothing more than an indiscriminate | action in its present form, soas to fur- 
abnase of his private and public con-}nish the defendant with an oppor- 
duct, that his best instruments of re-| tunity of putting a justification on 
taliation would be silence and con-| the record, What, then, would the 
temrt; and the vindication upon| Jury think of the conduct of Mr. 
which he could most safely and most | Cobbett, who, after having mace 
honourably rely was the respectabi-| these charges agairist Mr. Hunt, in 
lity of hischaracter. But therewere | a publication'of such: extensive’ cir- 
some charges so particular and dis} ealetion, now, when an mity 
tinct in their tendency, affecting so|'was given him of justifying them, 
strongly the moral character of those and establishing their untruth, shrunk 
who were made the victims of them, | from the investigation, and, instead 
so definite, so specitic in their nature, | of attempting ay justification of his 
that it became incumbent upon the | charges, pleaded “ not guilty,” and 
individual who valued his character, | thus, in fact, said, “I neverpreferred 
who respected his station in society, | such charges against you.” “Thiswas 
or who ‘attached any importahce to | the géneral nature of ‘the case which 
the estimation of the world, to de-| he (the Attorney-General) badtolay 
fend himself against the malignant! before the Jury ; and beforedirecting 
fabrication, and thus, at the same| their attention to the terms of the 
lime, to give to the person preferring | libel itself, he would beg leave to put 
such charges, an opportunity of as-| them in possession of the circum- 
serting them in a Court of Justice, | stances out of which it grew. It hap- 
and, if he could, of proving their| pened some time back, that a person 
truth. It was the right of him whose | of the namé'of Byrne, a man in an 
character was traduced, or his good | humble station of life, came over to 
name vilified, to demand inquiry, this country, on the invitation, as he 
and to claim the restitution of his} (the Attorney-General) believed, 
fame. The plaintiff in this action, a| either of Mr. Cobbett, or of a Mr. 
man occupying a respectable station | Parkins, of whom also the Jury must 
in society, had been charged by Mr. | before now have heard something, 
Cobbett with perjury, alleged to! and who was: formerly one of ‘the 
have been committed by hin: in his} Sheriffs: of ..Landon. ~ /This | person 
evidence on atrial in thatCourt. Such | was received, by Mir. Parkins, who 
a charge, conveying, as it did, the} opened .a subscription. in’ order, to 
most debasing stigma upon the hu-|requite him for. the wrongs and per- 
mam clraracter, became a proper sub-| secutions which he was considered 
ject of judicial investigation. The| to have sustained. Mr. Parkins was 
plaintiff might, ifhe pleased, have had} the ~ person who was’ most active 
recourse to a criminal prosecution for | and prominent ‘in “collecting “these 
the libel upon his character ; but. if| subscriptions, but a number of other 
he had resorted to such a mode oft persons, and ~themr Mr 
vindication, Mr. Cobbett would have | Cobbett, employed themselves in the 
turned d’and ‘said “tea bett, employed themselves in 
= round and said, “ft is true 1| receipt of money. for! thé sate pur- 
= wae this charge against you, pase. Something then was received 
mead Course you have adopted de-|n this-~way by Mr. Cobbett, and 
fyi cit ty icant ena of’justi- | handed over-‘to\Mr. Parkins. He 
a > diets & proof of its tuth.| did not mean to enter into the dis- 
an indictment for a libel, the au-| putes between Mr. Cobbett and Mr. 
thor could derive no shelter from: the} Patkinss. ' 
truth of its tions: their ‘truth | i 


in when | was 
er falsehood not be investigated broueht {tito Coutt, id which’ Mr 
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Cobbett was a party concerned, that 
its discussion was protracted and em- 
bartassed by the introduction of 
much collateral matter unconnected 
with the question at issue. Of this, 
he (the Attorney-General) was anx- 
jous to steer clear. The individual to 
whom, he had alluded (Byrne) con- 
ceived himself not to have teen 
fairly dealt with by Mr. Parkins, in 
the settlement of the account of sub- 
scriptions received for him, and he 
accordingly brought an action, which 
was ‘tried in that Court by a Com- 
mon. Jury, and in which he recovered 
damages tu the amountof 196/., being 
the sum which the Jury considered 
equivalent to the deficiency of which 
he complained at the hands of Par- 
kins. Mr. Parkins was not, however, 
satisfied: with this verdict, and he 
applied for a new trial, which was 
granted, and took place before a 
Special Jury, and on that occasion 
the verdict was reduced_to 150/. or 
160/,, which sum was afterwards 
patd.to Byrne by. Mr.-Parkins, and 
so that transaction ended. . Qn the 
second trial Mr. Hunt was exammed 
as a witness on behalf of Mr. Par- 
kins. There was no -contiéxion® be- 
tween Mr.- Hunt and ‘Mr. Parkins, 
and his being subpoenaed to’give evi- 
dence an that trial was quite contrary 
to Mr. Hunt’s inclination, insomuch 
that be refused to have any previous 
communicaiion with the person who 
calledito take his evidenoe, saying, 
that.ifvhe should .be ‘examined he 
would tell whatever he knew of the 
transaction, but until then he-would 
not hold any intercourse ‘on° the 
subject. Afterwards, however, he 
yielded to a , which he 
could negli to disobey, and ap- 

edas.a witness for Mr, Parkins. 

Naaswer to a question, put to him, 
by ‘Mr Parkins, »wio conducted his, 
own defence, Mr. Hunt stated that | 
Byrne had called upon him, and in 
thecourse of conversation mentioned 
in gurrrputs that’ Mr. Cobbert had 


terms of Mr. Cobbett. Mr. Hunt 
had-nothing to do with this transac- 
tion. Whether er not Mr. Cobbett 
had misconducted himself in the 
manner imputed to him was not the 
| wrest but Mr. Hunt swore in 
the witness’s box that he had received 
information to that effect trom Byrne, 
who, he also stated, spoke at the 
same time, in the most favourable 
terms of Parkins. This was the only 
part of the evidence given on that 
occasion, which was at all relevant 
to the present question. Mr. Hunt 
was very much surprised im some 
days after this trial, to find his name 
connected, in a publication of the 
defendant’s, witha long article, con- 
taining observations upon the merits 
uf thecase, and embodying strictures 
upon all those (he believed even the 
Counsel themselves) who had taken 
part in the trial. | In this article Mr, 

Hunt was charged with having per- 
jured himself in the evidence given 
byhim. Amanenjoyinga respectable 
station in life, im no, way interested 
for either of the parties in the cause, 

who had no connexion with Mr. Par- 
kins, and was dissatishied with Byrne 
for the meonsistency of his represen- 
tation—at one time condemning Mr. 
Cobbett, and again complaining of 
Mr, Parkins—the man who came 
into Court to.give his canscientious 
testimony under these circumstances 
was accused, without. the imputation 
of any motive, of having committed 
one of the lowest aad most profligate 
crimes by which the hurwan character 
could be debased. It was true, that 
Mr. Cobbett admitted that be was 
not present when Mr, Hunt's  testi- 
mony was delivered, but the «man 
who acted,upon the representations. 
of others.in making them the founda. 
}tion, ofan attack upon character, 
made. himself Reaponenaed or. their 
accuracy and ‘The; Learned 
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which I take from the Dublin Morning 
Register of the 9th of May. I should first 
observe, however, that on the last trial, 
there came as a witness for Parkins, 
Mr. Henry Hunt. [ was not in Court 
when Mr. Hunt was examined; but I 
read in the Morning Chronicle that Mr. 
Hunt said, that Byrne spoke evil of 
me to him (Mr. Hurt), and complained 
that he could not get from me the sub- 
scription money that Ireceived for him. 
Mr. Hunt said that, at this time, when 
Byrme complained of me, he spoke 
greatly in praise of Parkins. This ap- 
peared to be the most wonderful thing 
in the world, for Il never made any col- 
lectious for Byrne, uti after the first 
trial took place ; therefore 1 could have 
none of his mowey till after that trial ; 
and surely the man must have been in 
a mad fit if he spoke in praise of Par- 
hius after that trial! The public will 
understand that there were two sub- 
scriptions for Byrne; Parkins made 
himself the treasarer of the first; he 
collected money in various ways. He 
had tin boxes put up at twenty or thirty 
places in London—one of which boxes 
was at my shop in Fleet-street ; so that 
1 never had avy money of Byrne's in 
my hands belonging to this first sub- 
scription. I received money, but 1 
paid it to Parkins. Even the money 
oe into my hands at the dinner, I 


randed over to Parkins. ‘Therefore it. 


is the strangest thing in the world that 


Byrne should have complained to Mr, | 


Hunt of me while he was speaking 
handsomely of Parkins. The second 
subscription was made by me; but this 
was after the first trial. The moment 
that trial was over, I began to advance 
Byrne something weekly for him and 
his daughter to live upon. It is barely 
possible, that, while this subscription 
was going ov, Byrne might have com- 
plained of me to Mr. Hunt; but then, 
observe, it as absolutely impossible that 
Byrne could, at the same time, have 
spoken in praise of Parkins. And here 
I have to notice the base and wicked 
conduct of the Londov newspapers. 
The Morning Chronicle, for instance, 
inserted this evidence of Mr. Hunt; 
but it took special care to leave out the 
evidence of Mr, Charles Clement; who 
said that 1 never touched Byrne’s mo- 
ney, that he, Mr. Clement, received it. 
That he kept an account of it; that he 
advanced money to Byrnéas he wanted 
it, that he paid him over the balance 


some time in July last; that he took 
his receipt for that balance; and that, 
to the very last hour of Byrue’s re- 
maining in Loudon, he continued to 
express, upon all occasions, his grati- 
tude towards me; and that when he 
went away he left his daughter in my 
house. This evidence, that’ black- 
hearted newspaper took special care 
toom't; and this, amongst a thousand 
others that I could cite, is a proof of 
the mischievous tendency of publish- 
ing reports of trials in the manner in 
which they are now published. 

{ have now only to add the affidavit 
of Byrne, published as above-mention- 
ed; but I cannot imsert it without 
distinctly saying that J believe every 
word of it tobe true. The reader will 
be better able to judge for himself, 
when told that there was scarcely a day, 
for the last twelve months that Byrne 
was in England, when he was, not at 
one or the other of my houses, where 
there was always victuals and driok 
for him, three times in the day if he 
chose it. Every Sunday he and his fa- 





mily, and, after Mrs. Byrne and her 
smaller children went away, he and his 
daughter dined and drank tea at my 
house at Kensington, and this, observe, 
to the very last Sunday of his being in 
Loudon. Let the reader judge for him- 
self then. Here is Byrue’s affidavit, 
and again I say [ believe every word of 
it to be true. 


Poor Byrne—Parkins— Henry Hunt. 


County of the City of Dublin, to Wit. 
—James byrne, of the City of Dublin, 


King’s Bench, in the case of Byrneand 
Parkins, he the deponent saw an asser- 
tion, purporting to have been made by 
Henry Hunt, to the effect, that he the 
deponent spoke to the said Hunt of 
William Cobbett, Esq. in abusiveterms, 


said Hunt disrepectfully or injuriously 
done so, he would be guilty of 


all his family having acted towards 
said nent and his family 





coachman, maketh Oath on the Holy’ 
Evangelists, that in .a report ofthe : 
proceedings of the English Conrt,of, 


and cast reflections on the integrity of ' 
Mr.Cobbett. Deponent solemnly swears! 
that this assertion is totally false alid 
unfounded ; and that he never spoke to” . 


of Mr, Cobbett; and that, if he had ,. 
blackest ingratitude : Mr, Cobbett and — 


, 3 with a 
gen y and kindueés that ‘totally’~: 
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surpasses his powers of description, and 

shall remain engraven on his heart to 

the latest hour of his existence. 
JAMES BYRNE, 


Sworn befure me this 29th day of 


April, 1825. 
DRURY JONES. 


The. Learned Attorney - General 
continued—He would ask the Jury, 
if, looking to the style and phrase- 
ology of this affidavit, they could be- 
lieve Byrne to be the author of it? 
No: it was quite obvious that, even 
if sworn by Byrne, of which there 
was nothing that constituted «a 
legal proof, it had been drawn up by 
another hand, probably by Mr. Cob- 
beit, or by his son, who was at that 
time in Ireland. But let the Jury 
mark the dexterity of Mr. Cobbett. 
He would lead the world to believe 
that this was a testimony on oath 
worthy of being opposed to Mr. 
Hunt's swearing, and that Mr. Hant’s 
evidence on the trial was contradict- 
ed by a deposition of equal authority 
and value, while at the samé time 
he knew full well that the man who 
made a voluntary deposition on cath, 
did so without any sanction which 
the law acknowledged, and that even 
if every word contained in Byrne’s 
affidavit were untrue, he could not 
be indicted for perjury under it. This 
was the evidence which he put in 
competition with the formal and so- 
lemn swearing of a witness sum- 
moned to give evidence in a Court 
of Justice. All these particulars Mr. 
Cobbett was fully in possession of. 
And therefore he was endeavouring 
to impose upon the world, when he 
placed such evidence in competition 
with that of Mr. Hunt, as if incur- 
ring similar penalties, and therefore 
entitled to equal credit. But,. sup- 
posing all that the affidavit contained 
to be true, why did not Byrne appear 
and substantiate it? Where was he? 
Why did he not come forward in that 
Court, a8 a witness, to prove; that 
what Mr. Hunt had sworn was false? 
Because it was ‘well known, that if 
he‘should be a at whose desire: 
he subscribed the affidavit ; by whose. 








pen it was drawn ; by whose attes- 
tation it was preceded and followed !-- 


he must have acknowledged, that it, 


was to Mr. Colsbett it owed its origin 
and essence. Had Mr. Cebbetibeen 
taken by surprise? No: the present 
action had been long pending. Mr, 
Cobbett had, in fact, put a sert of 


justification upon the record; but 


this he afterwards withdrew, and 
contented himself with a mere ge- 
neral plea, that he was not guilty of 
having made the charges against 
Mr. Hunt. . The plawnuff had, he 
could have, but one object in view— 
to redeem his character, which had 
been basely slandered ; to repel the 
calumnies with which he had been 
reviled without a pretext. Mr. Cob- 
bett, who had the courage to make 
these charges.in the face of the pub- 
lic, was not bold enough to attempt 
to sustain them before a Jury of his 
countrymen. He virtually admitted, 
by the plea he had put im, that the 
imputations against Mr. Hunt had 
no foundation. He said, “ J have 
imputed to you perjury, the lowest and 
blackest crime of which any man of 
respectable station in society can be are 
ruigned, and admit that the charge is 


fulse,and that Tama foul calumniator.” 


Mr. Hunt, then under these circum. 
stances, came before a Jury of his 
countrymen to seek compensation 
fur the injury done to his reputation. 
There was no engine so powerfully 
available, where character is ‘con- 
cerned, as the periodical Press ; and 
no portion of that Press was,more 
powerful than that which was con- 
ducted by the defendant. He the 
Attorney-General did not advance 
this assertion from his own feelin 
or his own experience, nor did he 
appeal as he might do, to the testi- 
mony-vf all who heard him, but he 
spoke on the authority of Mr. Cob- 
bett himself, who in his publication 
not a fortnight back, described bim- 
self. as “ possessing extraordinary 
powers.” (Extraordinary certainly, 
where character was. to be destroy- 
ed.) This was Mr, Cobbett’s own 
desctiption of. . -capabili 
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and on that let the Jury find their 
estimate of the compensation which 
would be reasonable for the injury 
done to his client. He had thus en- 
deavoured to lay the case simply 
befere them, stripping it of all col- 
lateral. circumstances, and of every 
thing that was not intimately and 
properly referable to the question at 
issue. What imputation could be so 
degrading or so injurious as that of 
falsehood? Yet that was not the 
extent of the baseness with which 
Mr. Hunt was charged by the de- 
fendant. He was accused of heving 
disregarded the solemn obligation of an 
oath, and of having been guilty of the 
basest and most deliberate | perjury. 
This charge had been sent forth to 
the world; it was written in Mr: 
Cobbett’s ordmary manner; and 
trumpeted forth in his publication, 
which. circulated not only to every cor- 
nen of this island, but reached even to 
the remotest extremities of the empire, 
and was known wherever the English 
language was understood, ltwas power- 
ful, as Mr. Cobbett himself charac- 
terized it, either for upholding or de- 
streying character. The Jury then 
would shew the sense they enter- 
tained of the inestimable value. of 
character, by assigning suchdamages, 
as although they might not amount 
to a compensation for the injury in- 
flicted, would be the means of deter- 
ring from its repetition. 

Mr, James Mallison, aclerk in the 
Stamp-oftice, proved the publication 
of the Register cf the 14th of May, 
1825. 

Mr. Charles Clement proved him- 
self to be the printer and publisher, 
and Mr. Cobbett the sole proprietor 
of the Register. 

Charles Swift deposed, that he was 


pase at. the second trial: between } 


yrne and Parkins, and that on that 
occasion, Mr.) Hunt, in his examina-' 
tion on behalf of the defendant, 
stated, that Byrne called upon him. at 
os time and stated that Mr. Cobbett 

ad received. m or him, Byrne 
whish-acither'he ter Mr. Barbies het 
beew alle to get from lam, that Mr, 
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Hunt went on in his evidence to say, 
that Byrne called upon him a second 
time, and then abused Mr. Parkins, 
although at the first’ interview, he 
had said, that Mr. Parkins..wds every 
thing that was delightful Mr.-Hunt 
was subpeenaed on that trial by Mr. 
Parkins. Witness had himself made 
many ineffectual attempts: .to serve 
him with a subpoena. 

This witness was cross-examined 
by Mr. Paicurps, and answered that 
he was present at both trials between 
Byrne and Parkins. Witness was in 
the employment of Mr. Parkins ; he 
took notes of the evidence of nearly 
allthe witnesses. Did.not hear Mr. 
Hunt say, in the presence of Mr, 
Parkins, that he (Hunt) .was~ there 
by accident, and had not been sub- 

naed. Witness was present dur- 
ing the whole trial; there was no, 
short-hand writer employed by Mr. 
Parkins to take a report of, the trial. 
Witness was backward and, forward 
in Court assisting Mr. Parkins.— 
Does not mean to say that he took 
notes of one-third of the trial... Mr. 
Cobbett was examined on both the 
trials. Witness knew, nothing of Mr. 
Hunt, except that he was.a blacking- 
manufacturer. 

The phaintifi’s case closed here. 

Mr. Cuartes Pui ciips, in. rising 
to address the Jury, on behalf, of the 
defendant, assured. them that. he 
should feel, in an. ordinary, .case,..2 
degree of embarrassment if, opposed 
by the Learned Attorney General, 
whose clear, and eloquent appeals 
were felt by all who heard them, but 
his difficulties were-enhanced in.a 
case of libel like the’ present. In 
this-species of action the defendant 
always laboured under considerable 
difhoulties. If he did not justify, 
} be )» was. consitlered . as Pe mine 
vanced that-which was not tr 
if he did. put. ina plea of; j 3 


failed ; proving that which he justi>. 
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tion, and if in any one, particular, be ’ 
fied, it be. prejudicial to,his: 
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protection of the law, 'to prove that 
there: was malice expressed or im- 
plied inthe alleged libel; ‘and before 
a verdict could’ pass against the de- 
fendant, it ought ‘to be shewn that 
either the publication was’ malicious 
on the face of it, or that it could be 
inferred. He would* beg leave: to 
ask, what were the guides which 
would conduct to such a conclusion ? 
They ought to be such in which a 
Jury could ‘hot possibly be mistaken 
as to’the intentidn of the writer. It 
was necessary to shew that the epi- 
thets “of the publication were abu- 
Sive, or ‘that the ‘arguments were 
calculated to bring: publie contempt 
on the party-about whom they were 
addressed, or that’ personal ‘abuse’ 
was introduced ‘into’ the subject, or 
that it was sought by wandering out 
of the subject for the purposes of 
slander. These were the guides 
which ought to govern a Jury in their 
decision. If ‘such ‘things ‘as ‘ the’ 
above were not discovered ‘in ‘any 
publication,’ if they were all absent, 
then; indeed the publication com- 
plained of would be harmless. The 
meaning ought to be obvious—there 
should be no obseurity—the judg- 
ment should not be warped in order 
to arrive at such a conclusion as the 

laintiff wishes to be drawn. The 

st principles of policy—aye, and 
of mercy, were those» which ‘put 
upon:any thing of a doubtful nature 
the: best construction... This ‘was 
what Leen mony men in judg- 
‘ing of each othe?’s actions. He would 
not administer, and he ‘trusted’ the 
Jury would not either, tothe morbid 
sensibility of any’ person’ who was 
anxious to discover that which never 
_existed shut, on the contrary, he 
‘would “endeavour to ‘show, if’ an-in+ 
dividual wished'to ascribe the worst 
motives to'doubtfal actions, that they: 
had not their if’such'a source: 
These were’ 
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should show ‘by argument,’ that,to 
far from Mr. Cobbett hunting out 
for an opportunity to speak of Mr. 
Hunt, it’ was actually furced upon 
him from the events themselves, 
over which he had no control. ‘There 
was not an offensive epithet applied 
to Mr. Hunt in the alleged libel, and 
so far was Mr. Cobbett from imput- 
ing blame to him, that the alleged 
libel reflected ‘the highest honour 
upon Mr. Hunt’s character. He (the 
Learned Counsel) ‘was at a ‘loss to 
conceive what was sought by the 
publication. Pecuniary ‘loss. there 
was nonenot one farthing; and/as 
for loss of ‘character, on the part of 
Mr. Hunt, ‘that gentleman need 'be 
under fo ‘apprehension about losing 
his character. ‘If he were underno 
disturbed feelings, no reflections but 
which ‘the’ publication caused, ‘he 
might rest contented, and, indeed, 
deservedly so, for he must be a pure 
inan, and-could have no gnawings of 
conseitrice. ‘He must be one of the 
most'timid menin nature, if he sup- 
posed ‘that the ‘publication in ques- 
tion was likely’ to cause’ dny“one to 
think differentiy-of “his character 
from what was the opinion before the 

ublication.—(Laughter.) Itbecame 

is (Mr. Phillips’s) duty towards his 
client to'read over the whole of ‘the 
supposed libel, because a construction 
‘had been’ put upon it which in'trath 
it: did not'bear.. (The Learned’/Conn- 
sel then: read ‘the passage, making 
very few remarks as he went along.) 
He ‘begged ‘the Jury's ‘attention’ to 
one'fact, which was, that: there: was 
not a single expression of aa-offen- 
sive nature tewards Mr. Hunt in the 
publication — bis name was “used 
throughout ‘im a respectful: ‘muainer, 
The Leamed' Gentleman said“he 
would ‘by the: circumstances by 
which the individual “Byrne was in- 
troduced to the notiee-of ‘the public 


siplés which }“the almost miracalous way in 
‘defence ;‘and| which he stool redeemed from the 


rimputation cast upon bims 
dividualhad shaken off 
prison door, was-at © 















— er ee ee ee -_—--—— 
~~ 















































551 “ Toe Unny Man.” 


fe was nearly heart-broken because | and front of his offending.” It was 
of the stigma which then attached to|a little..singular that Mr. Hunt 
his character, and nothing but the} should bring an action against. Mr. 
public voice, could, after the cireum- | Cobbett on such anianeget libel as 
stances produced, reinstate him again | that which had been read. Had the 
jn that scale from which he had | proprietors of the Morning Chronicle 
been cast. He, it was a matter of chosen to bring an action; it, would 
perfect notoriety, came over to this | have been less surprising, seeing that 
country, and it was grievous to think, | paper was attacked for putting forth 
that some advantages were taken of a garbled account of the trial. Mr. 


his misfortunes. It was not neces- | Cobbett never denied that Mr, Hunt 
sary to allude to the two trials in] gave the evidence imputed to him. 
which Parkins was engaged. Mr.) All that he says is, that he was out 
Cobbett was engaged as a witness in| of Court at the time. He did not 


them. He (the Learned Counsel) | 
was not there to pronounce an eulo- 
gium on Mr. Cobbett’s character. 
Great as his talents were, and much 
as they were approved, jt was a still 
greater gratification to know that the 
deeds which he had accomplished to 
benefit a fellow creature in distress, 
were of a more satisfactory nature, 
and left a more animating reflection 
behind. Mr. Cobbett had befriended, 
in no smail degree, an oppressed in- 
dividual, who, indeed, was an object 
of national benevolence, But.ia this 
work of charity the part which Mr. 
Cobbett took was very conspicuous. 
Byrne was raised from the very 
depths of misery to comparative 
ease, and then, as represented in one 
of the Morning Papers, he was said 
to have abused his benefactor. The 
Jury would, of course, make every 
allowance for expressions used on 
such an occasion by Mr. Cobbett, 
supposing him to have been under 
the influence of feelings at witness- 
ing his kindness being thus treated. 
If Byrne had really been guilty of 
such ingratitude, what language was 
too strong to apply towards him? 
But he was not, and Mr. Cobbett 
knew it. Had Byrne thus spoken of 


- ene who had raised him from de- 


Spair to hope, from poverty to com- 
petence, what terms would be equal 
to describe such a monster? What 
did Mr, Cobbett do? He charged 
the Morning Chronicle with giving a 
false and garbled account of the 
trial in which Byrne and Parkins 
were parties. “ This was the head 


use a syllable of acrimony or com- 
plaint towards Mr. Hunt. If the 
Chronicle had given a true report, it 
was a little singular that a prosecu- 
tion had not been commenced against 
Mr. Cobbett, inasmuch as he charged 
the report with being a garbled one, 
and denied its accuracy. He gave 
his reasons for that opinion, and in 
none of them was there any thing 
to distress even the most fastudious 
man: nor was there the least re- 
flection upon. Mr. Hunt's character, 
in, any one of them, In the frst 
place, Mr. Cobbett expressed his be- 
ief that the report in the Chronicle 
was garbled. And why does he say 
so? Because it suppressed part of the 
evidence, He charges the report of 
the trial as having been wilfully 
misrepresented by the Chronicle, 
and, as far as he goes, imputes de- 
liberate misrepresentation . for the 
purpose of injuring him. With re- 
spect to Byrne, he never once be- 
lieves that Byrne could have used 
the expressions attributed to him in 
the report. .And for entertaining 
such an opinion, he gives a very 
good and honourable, reason—viz. 
that he had been, the,benefactor of 
Byrne, and it was not in human na- 
ture to heap abuse upon him for 
having so highly benefited a fellow- 
creature in distress, He (the Learned 
Gentleman) would not believe that 
Byrne. praised Parkins, even. if he 
admitted, which he would ,not,do, 
that Byrne had abused the defendant. 
It was impossible for Byrne to extol 
aman whe was so much bis private 
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enemy as Parkins had then proved 
himself to be. As to the evidence 
which had been given that day of 
Mr. Hunt’s examination at the trial 
so freqaently alluded to, it was the 
most extraordinary that could be 
conceived. A witness was called to 

rove what that gentleman said. 

his witness did not take notes for 
more than one-third of the evidence, 
according to his own account. He 
was in and out of Court during the 
trial, and could not be present all the 
time that the proceedings were going 
forward. (The Learned Counsel was 
reflecting on the credit of a witness 
examined on a former trial, when 
the Lord Chief Justice mterposed.) 
It was impossible, continued the 
Learned Gentleman, at this distant 
time, to recollect exactly what Mr. 
Hunt said on that trial, which lasted 
eleven hours, but this he recollected, 
that Mr. Hunt was called as a witness 
for the defendant Parkins, and that a 
verdict was obtained by Byrne. Why 
was not the reporter called who took 
notes of the proceedings? This was 
better evidence than calling a witness 
who only heard part of the case. 
But the reporter had been studiously 
kept back. This, however, he wonld 
venture to advance, that if even the 
reporter had been called, and had 
¢worn that Mr. Hunt asserted on 
the trial, that Byrne abused Cob- 
bett, he (Mr. Phillips) would not 
believe it. And if the’ reporter 
had further declared that Mr. Hunt 
swore that Byrne praised Parkins, 
this assertion as far as regarded 
Byrne was equally unwortby of cre- 
dit. It was contrary to experience, 
to our habits, to believe that the op- 
pressor could be praised by the op- 
pressed. Why, if such things as these 
occurred with Byrne, he wrought a 
miracle that his patron Saint never 
equalled.—(A'laugh.) Letthe Jury 
consider fora moment the relation 
the parties bore towards eacly other. 
Byrne wanted the money collected 
for him, which wasinP arkims’s hands, 
and Parkins refused to advance it, 
therefore, it was not very likely that 


a man refusing what in justice he 
was bound to give up, would be ex- 
tolled by the individual, towards 
whom he thus acted. After repeated 
solicitations without effect, it came 
to the knowledge of Mr, Harmer, a 
gentleman who stood high in the es- 
timation of all who knew his integ- 
rity, in what way Byrne had been 
treated, and he undertook the action 
which was first brought. At this 
time Byrne was living upon the be- 
nefactions of Mr. Cobbett. The 
Learned Counsel said he would not 
believe that Byrne would have 
spoken in praise of Parkins. He 
would as soon believe that snow and 
fire would unite and form one com- 
mon element, or that the tiger and 
its prey would Jie down in peace to- 
gether! Parkins, although a verdict 
passed against him, refused to dis- 
burse the motiey which a Jury had 
decided he had obtained for Byrne, 
and the latter was obliged to wait the 
result of a second trial, which the 
former by means of aflidavits, ob- 
tained. Thus was Byrne wearied by 
the law’s delay, and distressed by its 
expense, but at length the money 
was wrested fromm the iron grasp of 
avarice. It wasalmost incredible to 
believe to what a degree of heartless- 
ness did Parkins go. The Attorney 
Gencral had been pleased to say, 
that had Mr. Cobbett meant to im- 
pute perjury to Mr. Hunt, a justifi- 
cation should have been put upon 
the record. It was further observed 
that at firsta kind of justification 
was put on the record, but after- 
wards withdrawn. Mr. Cobbett did 
not mean nor did he ever impute 
perjury to Mr, Hunt. That gentle- 
man would leave the Court with as 
fair a character as ever he had. All 
that Mr. Cobbett insisted upon was, 
that a garbled report of the trial ap- 
peared in the Chronicle, for the ex- 
press purpose of injuring him. The 
Attorney General had addressed the 
Jury on the power of the Press. He 
(Mr Phillips) was not standing there 
to do away with the impression thus 
created, neither should he appeat to 
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fe was nearly heart-broken because | 
of the stigma which then attached to 
his character, and nothing but the 
public voice, could, after the circum- 
stances produced, reinstate him again | 
in that scale from which he had | 
been cast. He, it was a matter of | 
perfect notoriety, came over to this| 
country, and it was grievous to think, | 
that some advantages were taken of | 
his misfortunes. It was not neces- | 
sary to allude to the two trials in 
which Parkins was engaged. Mr. 
Cobbett was engaged as a witness in | 
them. He (the Learned Counsel) | 
was not there to pronounce an eulo- 
gium on Mr. Cobdbett’s character. 
Great as his talents were, and much 
as they were approved, jt was a still 
greater gratification to know that the 
deeds which he had accomplished to 
benefit a fellow creature in distress, 
were of a more satisfactory nature, 
and left a more animating reflection 
behind. Mr. Cobbett had befriended, 
in no small degree, an oppressed in- 
dividual, who, indeed, was an object 
of national benevolence; But in this 
work of charity the part which Mr. 
Cobbett took was very conspicuous. 
Byrne was raised from the very 
depths of misery to comparative 
ease, and then, as represented in one 
of the Morning Papers, he was said 
to have abused his benefactor. The 
Jury would, ofcourse, make every 
allowance for expressions used on 
such an occasion by Mr. Cobbett, 
supposing him to have been under 
the influence of feelings at witness- 
ing his kindness being thus treated. 
If Byrne had really been guilty of 
such ingratitude, what language was 
too strong to apply towards him? 
But he was not, and Mr. Cobbett 
knew it. Had Byrne thus spoken of 
ene who had raised him from. de- 
Spair to hope, from poverty to com- 
petence, what terms would be equal 
to describe such a monster? What 
did Mr, Cobbett do? He charged 
the: Morning Chronicle with giving a 
ise and garbled account of the 
trial in which Byrne and Parkins 
were parties. ‘ This was the head 
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and front of his offending.” It was 
a little..singular that Mr. Hunt 
should bring an action against, Mr. 
Cobbett on such an-alleged libel as 
that which had, been read. Had the 
proprietors of the Morning Chronicle 
chosen to bring an action, it, would 
have been less surprising, seeing that 
paper was attacked for, putting forth 
a garbled account of the trial. Mr. 
Cobbett never denied that Mr, Hunt 
gave the evidence imputed to him. 
All that he says is, that he was out 
of Court at the time. He did not 
use a syllable of acrimony or com- 
plaint towards Mr. Hunt. If the 
Chronicle had. given a true report, it 
was alittle singular that a prosecu- 
tion had not been commenced against 
Mr. Cobbett, inasmuch as he charged 
the report with being a garbled one, 
and denied its accuracy. He gave 
his reasons for that opinion, and in 
none of them was there any thing 
to distress even the most fastidious 
man: nor was there the least re- 
flection upon. Mr. Hunt’s character, 
in, any one of them, In the SGrst 
lace, Mr. Cobbett expressed his be- 
ief that the report in the Chronicle 
was garbled. And why does he say 
so? Because it suppressed part of the 
evidence, He charges the report of 
the trial as having been wilfully 
misrepresented by the Chronicle, 
and, as far as he goes, imputes de- 
liberate misrepresentation . for the 
purpose of injuring him, With re- 
spect to Byrne, he never once be- 
lieves that Byrne could have used 
the expressions attributed to him in 
the report, .And for entertaining 


such .an opinion,, he gives: a very 
good and honourable, reason—viz. 


that he had. been, the benefactor of 
Byrne, and it was not in human na- 
ture to heap abuse upon him for 
having so highly benefited a fellow- 
creature in distress, He (the Learned 
Gentleman) would not believe that 
) Byrne. praised Parkins, even. if he 
admitted, which he, would .not. do, 
that Byrne had abused/the defendant. 
It was. impossible for Byrne to extol 
a man whe was so ati his private 
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enemy as Parkins had then proved 
himself to be. As to the evidence 
which had been given that day of 
Mr. Hunt’s examination at the trial 
so frequently alluded to, it was the 
most extraordinary that could be 
conceived. A witness was called to 
rove what that gentleman said. 
his witness did not take notes for 
more than one-third of the evidence, 
according to his own account. He 
was in and out of Court during the 
trial, and could not be present all the 
time that the proceedings were going 
forward. (The Learned Counsel was 
reflecting on the credit of a witness 
examined on a former trial, when 
the Lord Chief Justice mterposed.) 
It was impossible, continued the 
Learned Gentleman, at this distant 
time, to recollect exactly what Mr. 
Hunt said on that trial, which lasted 
eleven hours, but this he recollected, 
that Mr. Hunt was called as a witness 
for the defendant Parkins, and that a 
verdict was obtained by Byrne. Wh 
was not the reporter called who too 
notes of the proceedings? This was 
better evidence than calling a witness 


who only heard part of the case. 


But the reporter had been studiously 
kept back, This, however, he would 


-venture to advance, that if even the 


reporter had been called, and had 
sworn that Mr. Hunt asserted on 
the trial, that Byrne abused Cob- 
bett, he (Mr. Phillips) would not 
believe it. And if the’ reporter 
had further declared that Mr. Hunt 
swore that Byrne praised Parkins, 
this assertion as far as regarded 
Byrne was equally unworthy of cre- 
dit. It was contrary to experience, 
to our habits, to believe that the op- 
pressor could be praised by the op- 
pressed. Why, if such things as these 
occurred with Byrne, he wrought a 
miracle that his patron Saint never 
equalled.—(A'laugh.) Let the Jury 
consider fora moment the relation 


.the parties bore towards eachr other. 


Byrne wanted the money collected 
for him, which wasinP arkms’s hands, 
and Parkins refused to advance it, 
therefore, it was not very likely that 


a man refusing what in justice he 
was bound to give up, would be ex- 
tolled by the individual, towards 
whom he thus acted. After repeated 
solicitations without effect, it came 
to the knowledge of Mr, Harmer, a 
gentleman who stood high in the es- 
timation of all who knew his integ- 
rity, in what way Byrne had been 
treated, and he undertook the action 
which was first brought. At this 
time Byrne was living upon the be- 
nefactions of Mr. Cobbett. The 
Learned Counsel said he would not 
believe that Byrne would have 
spoken in praise of Parkins. He 
would as soon believe that snow and 
fire would unite and form one com- 
mon element, or that the tiger and 
its prey would Jie down in peace to- 
gether! Parkins, although a verdict 
passed against him, refused to dis- 
burse the money which a Jury had 
decided he had obtained for Byrne, 
and the latter was obliged to wait the 
result of a second trial, which the 
former by means of affidavits, ob- 
tained. Thus was Byrne wearied by 
the law’s delay, and distressed by its 
expense, but at length the money 
was wrested from the iron grasp of 
avarice. It wasalmost incredible to 
believe to what a degree of heartless- 
ness did Parkins go. The Attorney 
General had been pleased to say, 
that had Mr. Cobbett meant to im- 
pute perjury to Mr. Hunt, a justifi- 
cation should have been put upon 
the record. It was further observed 
that at firsta kind of justification 
was put on the record, but after- 
wards withdrawn. Mr, Cobbett did 
not mean nor did he ever impute 
perjury to Mr, Hunt. That gentle- 
man would leave the Court with as 
fair a character as ever he had. All 
that Mr. Cobbett insisted upon was, 
that a garbled report of the trial ap- 
peared in the Chronicle, for the ex- 
press purpose of injuring him. - The 
Attorney General had addressed the 
Jury on the power of the Press. He 
(Mr Phillips) was not standing there 
to do away with the impression thus 
created, neither should the appeat to 
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their passions in any panegyric upon 
the Press, but all that he should ask 
was, that if the construction of the 
passage in question were doubtful, 
in the name of that Press he would 
call upon them to put upon it that 
construction which it would bear 
with the rest of the article. He 
would ask of them not to judge of it 
harshly, but if they believed it of a 
libellous tendency let them condemn 
it; if they thought it free from ac- 
cusation let them acquit. He would 
beg to remind them that no human 
tribunals were infallible, and that if 
they erred, the side of mercy was 
that on which he trusted they would 
err. Ifthe meaning of the passage 
were obscure, then they would cha- 
ritably lean toward the defendant. 
But he would ask, where was the 
proof of libel—and what damages 
could possibly be sougtit as compen- 
sation? Was Mr. Hunt’s character 
injured? There might possibly be 
something like a passiug cloud mov- 
ing over it, but it was soon gone; 
and, like his jet blacking put upon 
boots, nothing could obscure for 
long the polished surface thus pro- 
duced.—(A laugh.) Who is the 
plaintiff in this case? Who is the 
man now seeking for damages four 
an alleged loss of character? Who 
is this Henry Hunt that now com- 
a7 of the abuses of the Press ? 
fe (Mr. Phillips) would suppose 
that he was reading, ona future day, 
of a great man then no more. He 
would endeavour to pay a.tribute to 
his mentory, This man, he would 
Suppose, at one period of his life 
praised liberty, in the opinion of 
many, even to the borders of licen- 
tiousness, but, above all, he loved 
the freedom of the Press, and toast 
ed it on every occasion, until Bac- 

hus frew intoxicated, and Echo was 
herself hoarse with repeating. the 
sounds. This individual, he would 
suppose, in one of those moments 
of hilarity, Noctes cenegue Deorum, 
when the cup.was ing to the 
brim, was suddenly surprised at the 
convivial board by the appearance of 
the Genius of Discord, and crying 
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aloud, “ Pause, Henry Hunt! Look 
“upon this picture. Your boots, 
“which are now polished highly, 
“have only just lost the mud of 
“ Palace-yara.”—(A laugh.) Here is 
this man of liquid blacking, who 
would now give all Spa-fields for the 
herb tobacco—who never roasted any 
thing in his life except corn—who 
advertises as selling the cheapest 
and best articles—and who would 
make the most of his character, as 
he does of his coffee and blacking. — 
(Continued laughter.) In the pub- 
lication, there was not the slightest 
imputation cast upon Mr. Hunt's 
character, he would again declare, 
and the Jury would perceive, when 
they examined the document, that 
fact. Where was the construc- 
tive charge of perjury which Mr. 
Hunt made out? Nothing of the 
sort was, indeed, proved, and, as 
far as Mr, Cobbett was concerned, 
Mr. Hunt’s character would stand 
as fair in the public estimation 
when the cause was decided as it 
did before the charge was brought. 
Mr. Cobbett never intended to 
impute perjury to him; all that he 
intended to convey to the public 
was, a complaint against the Morn- 
ing Chronicle report, ,and.in doing 
this he gave a reasen why he enter- 
tained an opinion-that the report was 
inaccurate, TheJury would not take 
money out of the pocket of Mr. Cob- 
bett to put it into that of Mr. Hunt. 
It had been observed by the. Attor- 
ney-General that Mr. Cubbett’s son 
had gone over to Ireland for the . 

se of having that affidayit, which 

ad been read, sworn to by Byrne; 
and it was further insisted that either 
Mr. Cobbett or his son had drawn it 
up. Was any proof to this effect 
offered? Had it been true, how easy 
a thing it was to prove it. He would 
now leave the case in the hands of 
the Jury, they would have the publi- 
cation in their jon when they 


retired from their box to consider on 
their verdict, which he.trusted would 
exonerate his client, and, he believed, 
leave the character of Mr. Hunt 10 
the same state, as to public opinion, 
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as heretofore. Mr. Hunt had brought 
this action, well knowing that if he 
obtained one farthing in damages, 


he would gain the costs of the suit.. 


The publication he (the Learned 
Counsel, in conclusion) contended 
was perfectly innocent—that it con- 
tained no offensive expression  to- 
wards Mr. Hunt—that the obvious 
meaning of it was not to cast an im- 
putation on him-—and that if the 
Jury entertained such opinions, they 
would give the defendant the benefit 
of them. 

The Lorp Cater Justice charged 
the Jury at some length, recapitulat- 
ing the different poincs of Swift's 
testimony as bearing upon the case, 
and calling the attention of the Jury 
to various passages in the alleged 
libel, which would render it -sus- 
ceptible of the construction put upon 
it by the plaintiff; or clear it from 
the mischievous tendency imputed 
to it, and acquit the author of any 
malicious design. There had been 
one point touched upon by the 
Learned Attorney General, which he, 
the Lord Chief Justice, would) wish 
had not been introduced, since he 
had not attempted any proof of it. 
The Attorney-General had said, that 
the affidavit had been drawn: by 
Mr. Cobbett or his son. Of this no 
proof was given; and his Lordship 
disapproved of such assertions, as 
they were followed by contradictions 
on-the other side, and led to com- 


occasioned a great consumption of 
the public time. The Jury would 
consider the character of the publica- 
tion, which would be submitted to 
their inspection, and. if it should ap- 
pear susceptible of a libellous con- 
struction, they would assess such 
damages, as should appear to furnish 
a reasonable compensation for the 
injury sustained ; and if, on. the other 


land, they should, consider it free, 


from such a character, they would 
acquit the defendant. 

e Jury retired, and having con- 
sulted for'a considerable time, fi 
returned ‘a verditt™ in’ favour: of ‘the 
defendant. 


| 





Now, the first thing is, to de 
justice to my able and zealous 
Counsen, of whose exertions, ‘on 
the occasion, the reader can, from 
the above report (though much 
fuller than, at a season like this, 
could bave been expected), have 
but a very imperfect idea. The 
case was, indeed, plain enough 
to all those who well knew. the 
parties, their characters and their 
motives, and especially to those 
who had heard the evidence of the 
‘“Unny Man”’ on the trial of 
Byrne against Parkrns ; but, to 
a jury, who might be strangers to 
all these, there required, espe- 
cially after a+ statement froma 
man of such great ahility as the 
Attorney General, a great deal of 
diligence and of ability in the 
Derenpant’s Counsen. I fore+ 
saw this, and, therefore, though, 
in any case whatever, I should 
have chosen Mr. Patiiips, whose: 
clear and powerful’ manner of 
statement has always, since the 
first time I heard him, made me 
entertain the ‘highest opinion, not 
only of his talents, but, which are 
of as great importance, his dité- 
gence and his earnestness ; theres 
fore, 1 chose-him in this case, in 


preference to all others ; and, see- 
ments from the Judge, allof which |}; 


ing how much depended on him, 
I should act unjustly, if 1 +with- 
held my acknowledgment, that I 
owe much to him on this occasion. 
There was the Lorn Cuter Jus- 
tick, to be sure, who knew all 
the circumstances too, and —_ 
cha was perfectly impartial ; 
des: ciation tae whee wahaten 
statement from my Counssn, it 
would have been ‘next toi 

ble for the jury! to ‘have: y 
and thoroughly understood all ‘the 


understanding: they had from my. 
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counsel, and to that understand- 
ing L ascribe this honest verdict. 

As to the affair itself, it is sin- 
gular enough, that J am never a 
plaintiff! That I never fly -to 
the law to protect my character ! 
The Attorney General made a 
sort of complaint, that the law- 
suits, in which 1 was a_ party, 
always made such a noise. That 
is no fault ef mine. 1 never bring 
any body into court. God knows 
I have kad reason enough to do 
it, and might have done it, long 
ago, even with regard to the 
“Unny Man”; but I never have 
done it. So that, if 1 cause a 
noise in this way, it is, at any 
rate, only in self-defence, 

I have, at various times, said a 


great deal about the institution of 


Special Juries; and the * Unny 
an’ has done the same, and ina 
straitmuch more violent. Let it be 
known, then. that it was not J, who 
put the * Unny Man” to the ex- 
pense of a Special Jury on this 
oceasion, He CHOSE IT HIM- 
SELF! 1 was. quite willing to 
be tried by any twelve men in the 
country, such as the old-fashioned 
law would have given us. He, 
refined mortal as he is, was more 
select in his taste. What his mo- 
tives and calculations might be I 
know not; but, it is right that the 
public should know, that the Spe- 
cial Jury was the consequence of 
his application, and not of mine. 
His selection of His Majesty's 
Attorney General, aided by two 
other able counsel, shows, also, 
that he is as ‘‘ matchlessness ” in 
his taste as he is in hia ingredients 
for his blacking ; and, if alter all 
this selection and these pains, he 
has failed ; if, instead of getiing a 
thousand pounds (the alleged da- 
mages) out of my pocket (towards 
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whose election he ‘said, the other 
day, he was disposed to give his 
‘“ mite”), he has to pay my costs 
in this case; if this has befallen 
him, we must do him the justice to 
confess, that it has not befallen 
him for the want. of diligence in 
the taking of precautions. ' 

The Attorney General did him- 
self honour by. abstaining from 
that abuse of me, in which Scar- 
lett, Denman and Adolphus have 
indulged ; and, I am sure, that he 
must have been pressingly in- 
structed to impute to me, or my 
son, the drawing up of the affi- 
davit of Byaxe. My son was in 
some part. of Ireland at the date 
of the affidavit; but, he never saw 
LByrve while he was in. Ireland. 

As to the merits of the case, 
what a monstrous thing is it to call 
this a libel! Here comes. the 
“Unny Man” and gives certain 
evidence; there is a newspaper 
report of this evidence, which is 
calculated to cause it to be be- 
lieved, that 1 unjustly withhold 
money that I had collected for 
poor Byrne, or that Byrne is a 
monster of ingratiiude; Byrne 
sees this report ; he publishes an 
affidavit declaring the report to 
state a falsehood ; 1, in justifica- 
lion of my own. character, repub- 
lish that report; and, in justice to 
Byrne, I merely add, my belief 
in the truth of that affidavit. 
Neither of us say, that the report 
was correct ; neither of us impute 
wilful perjury to the “ Unny 
Man”; neither of us heard his 
evidence ; neither of us say that 
the reported evidence was his 
evidence ; neither of us admit the 
hypothesis of the evidence having 
been correctly given: and yet the 
‘* Unny Man” comes and sues for 
damage done to his character! 
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If the newspaper reporter had 
sued, there would have been some 
sense, at any rate, in his com- 
plaint. 

I said, in my remarks upon 
Byrne’s affidavit, as compared 


The learned Attorney General 
is reported to have said, that the 
libel, as he was pleased ‘to call it, 
‘accuses Hunt of having disre- 
“ garded the solemn obligation of 
“an oath, and of having been 





with the reported evidence of the|“ guilty of the basest and most 


““Unny Man,” that there was a 
coincidence, as stated in ‘* Unny’s” 
reported evidence, which coinci- 
dence could not exist, except on 
the supposition that Byrne was 
mad at the time when he was said 
to have complained of me. The 
reported evidence said, that, at 
the same time that Byrne was 
complaining against me for keep- 
ing his money from him, HE 
SPOKE WELL OF PARKINS; 
and that, I never had any of his 
money (as the books would show), 
UNTIL AFTER BYRNE’S 
FIRST ACTION AGAINST 
PARKINS;; ‘so that, how could 
it be, that Byrne should complain 
of my keeping his money, ‘and 
that he should, at the SAME 
TIME, speak well of Parkins! 
This was, to be sure, to show, 
that the newspaper-reported evi- 
dence MUST BE FALSE, un- 
less Byrne were mad; but, neither 
I nor Byrne said, or insinuated, 
that that was the evidence given 
by the “ Unny Man.” 1 said, 
on the contrary, that J did not 
hear the evidence; and Byrne 
was in Ireland, and could not 
hear it. What did we ‘do, there- 
fore, but deny the truth of a news- 
paper paragraph, not at all im- 
puting that paragraph to the 
“ Unny Man"; and which para- 
graph was, too, most infamously 
slanderous on the character of one 
of us, setting me forth as the 
cheater of a poor man, or, setting 
Byrne forth as a perlect monster 
of. ingratitude, or, as a madman. 








”» 


‘* deliberate perjury.” He is ac- 
cused of nothing at all. The 
newspaper reporter is accused ‘of 
falsehood; but Hunt is accused 
of nothing ; and this the reader 
may see for himself. The learned 
counsel for the ‘*Unny Man” 
seenis to have been aware of this; 
for, a witness (one Mr. Swift) was 
brought to prove, that Hunt really 
did say, in his evidence, that 
Byrne, at the same time that he 
complained of my keeping his 
money, spoke well of Parkins. 
[See Mr. Swirr’s evidence in 
the above report.) Ah! That is 
another thing. This is now sworn 
by Mr. Swift; but, neither Byrne 
nor I imputed any. such evidence 
to Hunt; nor did we impute any 
evidence at all to him; and, if it 
be imputed to him now, it is not 
by me, nor by poor Byrne; but 
by his own witness, Mr: Swirr! 
We did not hear the evidence; 
we never saw it published in any 
authentic form; we remarked on 
a@ newspaper paragraph; and, 
while on did the I, for my part, 
rcomplained. of the garbled man- 


|ner, in whieh the report of the 


evidence was given in this same 
newspaper. 

hat is Mr. Swirr now 
brought for? Why, to prove (if 
the above report of his evidence 
be correet), that the newspaper 
report of the evidence was, as to 
the main point, correct. But, how 
was that to make against me? I 
had not heard the evidence ; J said 
I had not heard it; 1 spoke of 
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' the report only; 1 imputed blame 
. to that report only ; and used not 


a single word to cause it to be 
believed, that I looked upon the 
report as being correct. So that, 
be it what it might, no blame 
could possibly be imputed to me. 
Never, therefore, was there a 
more groundless action in this 
whole world:.my steps were 
purely in defence of my own cha- 
racter; and this is so evident, that 
I really do wonder that the Attor- 
ney General should have even 
ag to think otherwise. 
have, since this action was 
commenced, had several appli- 
cations (not sanctioned, that J 
know of by the * Unny Man”) to 
accommodate the matter, every 
one of which I have treated with 
silent contempt, or wiih a point 
blank refusal. 1 was certain, that 
I had done nothing that. I ought 
not to do; and I was indignant at 
the thought of merely having it 
supposed that I had done wrong. 
I clearly enough saw what were 
the motives and calculations of 
the “‘ Unny Man”; but, 1 relied 
firmly on the ability and zeal of 
my Counsel, on the impartiality of 
the Judge, and on the good sense 
and honesty of any twelve men 
that might be put into the box. 
1 did not strike out one of the 
Special Jury; and I felt so con- 
fident, that a man never would be 
punished for defending his own 
character, that I did not even ask 
when -the trial was coming on, 
and I learned the ‘result, late at 
night, through a two-penny post 
note from my attorney. A fond- 
ness for law never, marked my 
character; I never, in any. case, 
criminal or civil, was. a plaintiff, 
in the whole course of my now 
pretty long life; and,.as to mere 





sonal reputation, if it stand -in 
need of daw to prop it.up, I have 
always’thought it hardly worth an 
effort to preserve it, and I jhaye 
almost uniformly observed such 
efforts to bein vain. 

Something was. said about our 
not having justified, asit is called. 
That mode of proceeding would 
have compelled.us to bring over 
poor Byrne; and would, besides, 
have been to acknowledge that we 
had imputed the evidence to Hunt. 
Some steps were taken in, this 
way; but, I was soon convinced, 
that this was the wrong course. 
I had published. no dibel; I had 
done nothing but what I had a 
clear right to do; and on that 
ground | resolved to stand before 
the Jury. 





Resolutions of a Meeting, held 
at the Freemason’s Tavern, and, 
by adjournment, in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, on the 8th February, 
1826; Sir Tromas B. Beryor 
Bart. in the Chair. : 


Resolved, 1. That itis the opinion 
of this Meeting, that it would be 
beneficial to the country if Mr. Cob- 
bett were; a Member of, the, Com- 
mons’ House of Parliament; and 
that it is, therefore, the, opinion of 
this Meeting, that there ought to be 
raised by public subscription a sum 
of money sufficient for defraying 
any expenses that may become ne- 
cessary fur the accomplishment of 
that object. 

2. That Sir, Thomas Beever, Bart., 
be the Treasurer of such ‘subscrip- 
tion. 

3. That the subscription’ be paid 
to the Treasurer, or toa person autho- 
rized by hin: to receive subscriptions, 
at the Office of the Register, No. 188, 
Fleet-street, London, 

4. That each subscriber shall, at 
the time of paying Lis subscription, 
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receive a receipt for the same, in the 
following form :—“ Received of A. B. 
“ the sum of as 
“a subscription towards’ defraying 
« any expenses that may arise from 
“any steps that may be taken for 
“ the purpose of obtaining a return 
“ of Mr. Cobbett to serve in parlia- 
“ ment.” 

5. That, if it. should so happen 
that there be not raised a sum suf- 
ficient to warrant an attempt to ef- 
fect the object in view, then, in the 
space of ten days after the close of 
the next general election, each and 
every subscriber shall, upon present- 
ing, or causing to be presented, his 
aforesaid receipt to the Treasurer, or 
other person appointed for the  pur- 
pose, receive the whole amount of 
the sum stated in the said receipt, 
without any deduction whatsoever. 

6. That if any attempt be made, 
and fail, or if it succeed ; and if, in 
either case, there be a surplus re- 
maining in the hands of the Trea- 
surer, then the whole of such sur- 
plus shall, at the end of fifty days 
after the close of the next general 
election, be, in the manner above- 
mentioned, returned to the sub- 
scribers, in proportion to the sums 
that they may respectively have sub- 
scribed : and, in order that the sub- 
scribers may be duly apprized of the 
share of surplus due to each, the 
Committee (here below named) 
shall cause notice to be publicly 


given of the amount of such surplus, 


and of the time for repaying It to 
the subscribers, upon their producing 
their afure-mentioned receipts. But, 
in order that there may be a limit to 
the business of the Committee and 
the Treasurer, it is understood that, 
in this case, as well as in that men- 
tioned in Resolution 5, if the sub- 
scriber do not make his demand 
within ¢hree months, or hinety-three 
days, after the times above specified, 
the Committee shall be at liberty to 
dispose of the unclaimed subscrip- 
tions in that way which they may 
deem most proper, consulting, in 
this respect, as far as may be practi- 





cable, the wishes of the subscribers — 


EBRUARY. 20, 1826. Titi 


7..That each and every subscriber 
may subscribe in his own name, ia 
any other name, or-under any motto 
or designation. that he. may choose, 
and that his receipt, when produced 
either by him or by any older of 
it) shall be as valid as if given to him 
under his own name, 

8. That Sir Thomas Beevor, Bart., 
Joseph Martin, Esq., of Lincoln’s 
Inn, Peter Walker, £354. of Worth, 
Sussex, William Withers, jun, Esq., 
of Holt, Norfolk, and William Pal-. 
mer, Esq., of Bollitree, Hereford- 
shire, be a Committee for deciding 
upon, and for carrying into execu- 
tion all the measures necessary for 
effecting the several purposes above-. 
mentioned, and that their order, or 
that ofany three of them, shall be ,to 
the Treasurer, his sufficient warrant 
for disposing of any sums of muney, 
that he may receive on account of 
the said subscription. 


The Committee hereby autho- 
rize the following gentlemen to 
collect subscriptions for the above 
purpose. 


Mr, Witu1am Parmer, (one of 
the Committee) Bollitree Cas- 
tle, Herefordshire. 

Mr. Wiii1am Bupp, clerk of the 
Peace, Newbury, Berks. 

Mr. Tromas Smiru, bookseller, 
Liverpool. 

Mr. C. M. Riey, Westgate, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire. 

Mr. Roserr Ives and Messrs. J. 
and S, Vines, Fairford Glou- 
cestershire. 

Mr. Joun. Forster, Knaresbor 

rough, Yorkshire. 

Mr. W. P. Smruxy, Sutton-Va- 
lence, Kent. : 

Mr. Wma. Brecuratst, Bury St, 
Edmunds, Suffolk. 

Mr. Frepverick Jongs, Bristol). 

Mr. Bester, News-Office, Exe- 
ter. ) 

Mr. Joux Woop, Wettersham, 
Kent. : 
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Mr. Joun Draxarn, News-Office, 

Stamford, Lincolnshire. 

Mr. Geo. Wruicur, bookseller, 
back of the Inns, Norwich. 
Mr. James Barina, Fisherton, 

Salisbury. 

Mr. Witt Fiowes, Straw- 
hat Manufacturer, Eastbourne, 
Sussex. 

Mr. C. W. Haywarp, Queen- 
street, Sheffield, Yorkshire. 

Mr. Wroe, Bookseller, Man- 
chester. 

Mr. Mann, Bookseller, Leeds. 


Gentlemen inthe country, who 
are willing to take upon them- 
selves the trouble of collecting, 
are requested to send their names 
and addresses, to Sir T. Beevor, 
or to Mr. Cobbett, 183, Fleet 
Street ; and they will be so good 
as to provide themselves with 
stamped receipts, agreeably to 
the Resolutions. 
these they can, of course, deduct 
from the subscriptions they may 
receive. 


N. B. Notice will be given, in 


the next Register, of the day of 


holding the FEAST OF THE 
GRIDIRON. It will be some- 
time in April, I believe ; and that, 
it is hoped, will suit the above 

entlemen, and others who may 
add their names to the list, to 
come, and to join in this our 
GRAND TRIUMPH. — This 
day's post (Thursday's) brings 
me an account of five Rooks, who 
have just s/opped! So that, as ] 
said there would be, there is 
another ‘ /aée panic.”—And is it 
now, as I said it would be! The 
foolish and ‘ hest public in- 
structer” said, that, when the 
storm was over, “the ship would 
be as right and as tight as ever.’’ 
* Yes,” said I, “right and tight, 
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“ asa crazy old vessel that has 
‘had her masts and rigging and 
‘‘ bulwarks and half her crew 
‘‘ swept by the board; that has 
“ hoisted a jury-mast (a mast to 
‘‘ swear by), with a sail tacked to 
“ it, made of sailors ragged shirts 
“and of the female passengers’ 
“ petticoats, just to give the dis- 
“mal hulk a chance of being 
** drifted to the land.”—And is it 
not just so? Is not this the figure 
she now makes; and have not I 
been calumniated for twenty years 
for having put forth these, as they 
have been called, false prophe- 
cies! Prepare, then, my friends, 
for this FEAST OF THE GRID- 
IRON. Nobody ever was so 
moderate in expressions of tri- 
umph as we have been. We can- 
not help feeling for the misfortunes 
of our prejudiced and perverse 
neighbours; but, at any rate, we 
will have our feast. 








PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION. 


Tue next and last Number of 
this work will not be published 
until the first of April. I have 
found it impossible to do that jus- 
tice to it (which I am determined 
to do) amidst the deep interest 
excited by the subjects now in 
agitation. We are, as it were, 
living one minute in order to see 
what is to happen the next; and, 
while in such a state, it is impos- 
sible to think for many hours to- 
gether about any thing else. I 
intended, and I expressed my in- 
tention of concluding the work, 
with a list of all the parcels of 
Protestant plunder in England 
and Ireland; but I find that this 
would oceupy three or four num- 
bers, and, therefore, I must con- 
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clude the work with a summary, 
instead of a detailed, account of 
these, though I may afterwards 
give that detail when I publish a 
more expensive edition of the 
work, 


The second Number of THE 
WOODLANDS was very nearly 
ready for the press when the 
smashings in London and all over 
the country, when the howlings of 
the Jews, and the whinings of the 
Quakers, came and drove out of 
my head all thoughts about wood- 
lands and all the poetical ideas 
about the blowing, of the flowers 
and the singing of the birds. I 
hope that I shall shortly resume 
these Sylvan labours ; much soon- 
er, Lhope, than Mr. Robinson will 
again be able to cause prosperity 
to be dispensed *‘ from the ancient 
« portals of a constitutional mo- 
“ narchy.””’ | 





FREE-TRADE PROJECT. 


(Continued, from p. 502,) 





ARTICLE XITI. 

The Government of Colombia en- 
gages to co-operate with His Britan- 
nic Majesty tor the total abolition of 
the slave-trade, and to prohibit all 
persons inhabiting within’ the terri- 
tories of Columbia; in the most ef- 
fectual manner,’ from taking any 
share in such trade. 


ARTICLE XIv. 

And forasmuch as it would be con- 
venient and useful, for the purpose 
of facilitating the mutual good un- 
derstanding between the two con- 
tracting parties, and for avoiding all 
difficulties henceforward, that other 
articles should be proposed and added 
to the present treaty, which articles, 
both from a want of due time for 
their consideration, .as well as from 
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the pressure of circumstances, cannot 
at present be drawn up with the re- 
quired perfection, it has been and is 
-agreed, on the part of both Powers, 
that they will, with the least possible 
delay, come forward to treat and 
agree upon such articles as may be 
wauting to this treaty, and deemed 
mutually beneficial ; and which ar- 
ticles, when they shall be agreed 
upon, and shall be duly ratified 
shall form part of the present treaty 
of amity, commerce, and navigation. 


ARTICLE Xv. 

The present treaty shall be ratified 
by His Majesty the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and hy the President 
or Vice President charged with the 
executive power of the State of Co- 
lombia, with the consent and appro- 
bation. of the Congress of the. said 
State; and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at London within the 
space of six months, or sooner if 
possible. 


In witness whereof, the respective 
Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same, and have affixed thereto 
the seals of their arms. 


Done at the city of Bogota, the 
eighteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thou- 
‘sand eight hundred and twenty- 
tive. 

(L.S.) JOHN P. HAMILTON. 

(L.S.) PATRICK CAMPBELL. 

(L.S.) PEDRO GUAL. 

(L.S.) PEDRO B. MENDEZ, 


ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 


Whereas, in the, present state of 
Colombian shipping, it would not be 
possible for Colombia to take advan- 
tage of the reciprocity established by 
the articles 5, 6,.and 7, of the treaty 
signed this day, if that part should 
be carried into immediate effect 
which stipulates that in order to be 
considered as a Colombian ship, a 
ship shall actually have been built in 
Cvulombia, it is* agreed that, for the 
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space of seyen years, to be reckoned: 


from the date, of the ratification of 
this treaty, any ships, wheresoever 
built, being bond fide the property of 
any of the citizens of Colombia, and 
whereof the master and three-fourths 
of the mariners, at least, are also 
Colombian citizens, excepting where 
the laws provide for any extreme 
cases, shall be considered as Colom- 
bian ships :—His Majesty, the King 
of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, reserving to 
himself the right, at the end of the 
said term of seven years, to claim 
the principle of reciprocal restriction, 
stipulated for in the Articie VII. 
above referred to, if the interests of 
British navigation shall be found to 
be prejudiced by the present excep- 
tion to that reciprocity, in favour of 
Colombian shipping. 

The present additional article shall 
have the same force and validity as 
if it were inserted, word for word, in 
the treaty signed this day. It shall 
be ratified, and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged at the same time. 


In witness whereof the respective 
Plenipotentiaries have signed 
the same, and have affixed 
thereto the seals of their.arms. 


Done in the city of Bogota, the 
18th day of April, in the year 
of our Lord 1825. 


(L.S.) JOHN P. HAMILTON. 
(L.S.) PATRICK CAMPBELL. 
(L.S.) PEDRO GUAL. 
(L.S.) PEDRO B. MENDEZ. 
Declaration by -His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary. of State 
for Foreign Affairs, on the 
exchange of Ratijfications. 


The undersigned, His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Fo. 
reign Affairs, at the moment of ex. 
changing with Senor Manuel Jose 
Hurtado, Plenipotentiary of the State 
of Colombia, the ratifications of the 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navi. 
gation, signed at Bogota, en the 
18th of April, 1825, by John Potter 


Favr-Trave Prosecr. 
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Hamilton, Esq., and Patrick Camp. 
bell, Esq., on the partof His Majesty, 
and Senor Pedro Gual, and General 
Pedro Briceno Mendez, on the part 
of the State of Colombia, has been 
commanded by His Majesty, in order 
to avoid any misunderstanding which 
might possibly arise in the execution 
of that part. of the seventh article of 
the said treaty, wherein it 1s defined 
what ships shall be considered as 
entitled to the privileges of British 
and Colombian ships, to declare to 
Senor Hurtado, that, in addition to 
the qualifications therein expressed, 
stich other* ships: will likewise be 
entitled to be considered as, British 
ships, which shall have been captured 
from an enemy by His: Majesty's 
ships of war, or by subjects of His 
Majesty furnished “with letters of 
marque by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, and regularly con- 
demned in one of His Majesty’s 
Prize Courts as a ‘lawful prize, or 
which shall have «been condemned 
in any competent court, for the breach 
of the laws made for the prevention 
of the slave trade; and that, in the 
same manner, ships captured from 
the enemy by the ships of Colombia, 
and condemned under similar. cir- 
cumstances, will likewise be entitled 
to be considered as Colombian ships. 


GEORGE CANNING. 
London, Nov. 7, 1826. 


Senor Manuel Jose Hurtado, &c. &c. 


Act.of Acceptance of the. above 
Declaration, by the Colombian 
Plenipotentiary. 


The undersigned, Plenipotentiary 


@f the State.of Colombia,,. having re- 


ceived from His Britannic Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Fo- 
reign Affairs, a declaration, stating, 
‘that in order to avoid any misun- 
derstanding which might possibly 
arise in the execution of that part of 
the seventh article of the treaty be- 
tween His Britannic Majesty and the 
State of Colombia, signed at Bogota, 
on the 18th of April, 1825, wherein 









Cc: 
ti 
5 
v 
( 
a 
I 
] 
1 
‘ 
1 





Fepavsrx (25, 1826. 


673 


is defined: what ships shall be con- 
sidered as entitled to the privileges 
of British and Colombian ships, in 
addition to the qualifications therein 
expressed, such other ships will like- 
wise be entitled to be considered as 
British ships; which shail have been 
captured from an enemy: by His Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s ships‘of war, or by 
subjects of hissaid Majesty furnished 
with letters of marque by the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
and regularly condemned in one of 
his said Majesty’s Prize Courts as;a 
lawful prize, or which. shall have 
been condemned in any: competent 
court, for the breach of the laws 
made for the prevention of the slave 
trade: and that, in the same man- 
ner, ships captured from the enemy 
by the ships.of Colombia, and con- 
demned under similar circumstances, 
will likewise be entitled to be: consi- 
dered as Colombian ships.” | 


The undersigned, in virtue of the 
full powers with which he is invested, 
hereby accepts and adopts the said 
declaration, in the name and on the 
behalf of his Government. 

MANUEL JOSE HURTADO. 


London, Nov.:7, 1825... , 
The Right Hon, George Canning. 
&e. Ko, &e 





CONVENTION OF COMMERCE 
Between. His Majesty, and the 
Free Hanseatic Republics. of 


Lubeck, Bremen, and Ham- |. 


burgh. Signed at Lond 3 
Sept: 29, 1825... as 


His Majesty, the King of the United: 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
Isnd, on thé one part, and the Senate 
of the Free Hanseatic City of Lubeck, 
the Senate of the “Free Hanseatic’ 
City of Bremen, and thé Senate of 
the Free Hanseatic City of Ham- 
burgh (each State for itself sepa- 
rately) on the other part, being 
equally desirous. of aflording every 
facility and encouragement to their 





subjects and citizens engaged in 
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commercial intercourse with each 
other, and being of opinion that no- 
thing will more contribute to the-at- 
tainment of this. desirable object than 
a reciprocal abrogation,.of all. discri- 
minating and countervailing duties 
levied upon the ships of the high 
contracting parties, or upon the care 
goes of ‘such ships, in the ports of 
either, have appointed their Pleni- 
potentiaries to conclude a convention 
tor that purpose, that is to say :—, 

His Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, the Right Honourable George 
Canning, a Member of His Ma- 
jesty’s Most Elonotirable Privy Cogn- 
cil, a ‘Member jof’ Parliament, ’ and 
His said Majésty’s principal Seere- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs; and 
the Right Honourable William Hus- 
kisson, a Member of His said Ma- 
jesty’s Most Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil, a Member of Parliament, Presi- 
dent of the Committee of Privy 
Council for Affairs: of Trade and 
Foreign Plantations; and Treasurer 
of Fis said "Majesty’s Navy :— 

And the Senate of the Free Han- 
seatic City of Lubeck, «the Senate of 
the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen, 
and the Semate of the Free Hanseatic 
City of Hamburgh, James Colqu- 
houn, Esq., their Agent and Consul- 
General in Great Britain :— 

Who, after having communicated 
to each other their respective: full 
powers, found to-be in due and pro- 
perform; have agréed upon and con- 
eluded the following articles ;— 


> ARTICLE 1. 
From and. after the date hereof, 
British vessels entering or departing 
from the ports of the Free Hanseatic 
Republics of Lubeck,, Bremen, ., or 
Hamburgh, and Lubeck, Bremen, 
or Tlamburgh vessels entering ‘or 
departing. from, the  ports.,of, the 
United, Kingdom. of, Great ; Britain 
and Ireland, shall not be subject to 
any other or higher ship duties or 
charges than are or shall be levied 
on national vessels entering .or de- 
part.ng from such ports respectively, 


(To be continued.) 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN throngh- 
out Everann, for the week end- 
ing February 11. 

Per Quarter, 
a. ad, fe. 

Wheat .. 60 0] Oats.... 25 11 

Rye.... 41 3] Beans... 39°10 

Barley .. 56 7] Pease...43 4 





Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended February 11. 


Qrs. Qrs. 
Wheat .. 37,174 | Oats... 32,504 
Rye.... 263} Beans... 4,603 
Barley . . 37,328 | Pease... 1,598 





Aggregate Average of the six weeks 
_ preceding Feb. 15, by which im- 
portation is regulated. 


Per Quarter. 


‘ Vm 
Wheat . .¢ dé. «eG § 
Rye ; 42 8 
Bartley... ss. 37. 
Ce. «vty ates 24 7 
PR 0 ond 6 le ve% 40 1 
PS (= .o) vine hind 44 3 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &e. sold and defivered in 
this Market, during the weck ended 
Saturday, February 11. 

Qrs. £. «. d, e. d. 
Wheat.. 5.540 for 17,103 14 7 Average,6l 8 
Barley..4604 .. 8,67) 9 B...see00. Al 
Oais.; 7,772 .. WON 2 5..........87 4 
Rye cee OR nie OED 6. cctessas 36 4 
Boans.. 1,842 ....3,772 9. 7...c00000-40 07 
Pease .. 637 ..4.1,376 3 1Wo..4.. reed 2 

Friday, Feb. 17.—The arrivals of 
Grain this week are tolerably ; 
with another large supply of Hour. 
The W heat trade continues in a very 
languid state, and the prices are still 
looking downward. Barley, Beans, 
and Pease, remain very dull also. 
Oats are difficult cf sale, and may 


f 


. . Manxers.  - 


} quantity: of Flour. 
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be reported rather lower than Mon- 
day. 

Monday, Feb. 20.—The. supplies 
of Gram last week were tolerably 
good, and there was again. a large 
From Essex, 
Kent, and Suffolk, there was only a 
small - supply of Wheat, Barley, 
Beans, and Pease, to this morning's 
markety amd the wind being bois- 
terous, there are not many vessels 
fresh in since Friday from more dis- 
tant ports, Is very little 
Wheat of superfine quality for sale, 
and such has obtained a slight ad- 
vance on the terms of this day se’n- 
night, but the price of other sorts 
is. governed more by buyers than 
sellers. 

Barley is nearly unsaleable, and 
is further reduced Js, per quarter. 
Beans are 1s. to 2s. per alge 
lawer than last quoted. of 
good quality mect a sale at the 
terms of this day se’nnight; but 
other so; ts ave rather cheaper. The 
top price of Flour remaing as last 
quoted, but the trade is duil in this 
article. 


Surrurtetp, Monday, Feb. 20. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 
ad «a4 4 


Beef .....3 8 to 4 10 
Mutton ... 3 10 — 4 10 
V 


Sheep .. 19,680 
95 | Pigs cee, 120 


Newoare, (same day,) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 
ey 4 s. ad, 
Beef .....3° 4to4 4 
Mutton...3 8—4 4 
Veal.... 4 O—6 0 
8 


B— 5 
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